The  fpring  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-fix  has  produced  a phenomenon  in  the  medical 
world,  of  that  magnitude  as  to  equal  perhaps  any  that  has  ever 
,1  appeared  fince  the  days  of  Hippocrates.  When  profeffional 
I men  labour  for  the  produ£tion  of  difcoveries,  and  fucceed  in 
bringing  to  light  thofe  which  the  light  of  philofophical  truths 
prove  to  be  founded  in  undeniable  fails,  and  to  be  important 
for  the  improvement  of  any  arts  or  fciences  for  the  public  good, 
that  public  are  bound,  by  every  principle  of  gratitude,  to  ho- 
nour and  reward  them  : but  if  a man,  who  is  looked  up  to  by 
the  public  with  reverence,  as  a luminary  of  the  firft  magnitude 
in  a fcience  fo  nearly  conneiled  with  human  happinefs  as  phy- 
i fic  or  furgery,  brings  forth  an  elaborate  and  expenfive  treatife, 
1 1 containing  doilrines  which  he  pompoully  declares  to  be  new, 
[ peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  neceflary  to  the  public  good  j and  thofe 
( ' ' doitrines  appear,  upon  every  principle  of  fair,  juft,  and  candid 
f trial,  to  be  not  only  unfupported  by  fadls,  and  contradi£lory 
C in  themfelves,  but  abfolutely  repugnant  to  truth,  and  danger- 
ous to  the  public  welfare,  infomuch  that  it  is  abfolutely  im- 
poflible,  without  the  aid  of  lunacy,  for  the  author  himfelf  to 
give  them  his  ferious  belief  j and  all  this  for  no  other  purpofc 
than  to  acquire  a name,  and  gratify  a pride,  arifing  from  a fu- 
, periority  which  he  vainly  and  arrogantly  prefumes  he  enjoys 
above  his  brethren  in  the  fame  profeffion  ; he  cannot  furely  be 
held  by  the  rational  and  fober  part  of  the  community  in  too 
much  contempt  and  deteftation.  That  fuch  is  the  character 
which  a modern  author  very  juftly  deferves,  I will  endeavour, 
as  briefly  as  poflible,  to  prove  beyond  con  tradition. 

Mr.  John  Hunter — a man  generally  efteemed  an  oracle  in  his 
profeflion,  (how  juftly  may  appear  from  the  publication  which 
is  the  lubjedt  or  this  comment) — a brother  to  the  great,  induf- 
[ trious,  and  very  defcrving  Dr.  William  Hunter — a principal 
furgeon  fo  a public  hofpital,  and  furgeon  - extraordinary  to 
the  king  j has  publiihed  a large  quarto  volume  of  above  400 
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pages  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe!  Could  the  medical  world  ex- 
pedl  from  fuch  a man  lefs  than  a valuable  ftore  of  information  ? 
Noj  they  therefore  applied  with  avidity  to  the  great  work 
where  the  treafure  was  with  little  doubt  fuppofed  to  be  depo- 
fited  : but  what  were  their  feelings- upon  finding,  after  parting 
with  their  guineas,  in  the  very  firft  pages,  a proof  of  the  vanity 
of  all  human  expedlation  ! They  there  found  a pompous  ac- 
count of  the  author’s  polTefling  New  Opinions  j that  he  had 
been  very  unhandfomely  treated  by  other  authors  who  had 
brought  fome  of  thofe  Opinions  into  the  world  without  pay- 
ing him  that  tribute  of  praife  which  he  thinks  is  due  to  his  i-^- 
genuity.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  his  reputation,  which 
he  has  taken  fuch  extraord in-ary  pains  to  eftablifh,  if  he  had 
ftlently  fuffered  thofe  illiberal  plagiarifts,  whoever  they  were, 
(for  he  docs  not  inform  us)  to  run  away  with  the  golden  trea- 
iure  ; to  aflcrt  his  right  to  which,  he  declares  to  be  his  princi- 
pal motive  for  publifliing  his  very  ftupendous  volume. 

The  reader  who  has  not  laid  down  his  guinea  for  this  pre- 
cious work,  may  be  fuppofed,  from  this  fliort  account,  to  be 
a little  impatient  to  know  what  thofe  extraordinary  New  Opi- 
nions are  ; I will  therefore  give  him,  very  briefly,  a lift  of  the 
moft  ftriking  parts ; refcrving  a right  to  treat  on  them  more  par- 
ticularly in  a future  page. 

The  firft  is  Sympathy  ; a fubjeft  which  we  know  to  have 
been  a favourite  of  this  eminent  profcfTor  for  fome  years  paft ; 
though,  unfortunately,  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  give  the 
world  a definition- fo  as  to  enable  the  moft  expert  logician  to 
bring  his  meaning  within  the  limits  of  common  fenfe. 

He  re  follows  the  profelTor’s  fecond  New  Opinion — which  I 
firmly  believe  will  be  admitted,  by  all  rational  beings,  to  be  as 
new  as  it  is  ftrange,  ridiculous,  and  repugnant  to  truth,  de- 
monflrated  by  undeniable  experience — that  ‘ The  Gonorrhoea 
requires  no  medical  treatment  of  any  kind,  either  i»ternally  or 
externally  i for  it  a£lually,  in  all  cafes,  cures  itfelf !’  And  to 
prove  the  truth  of  this  extraordinary  ncw  .difcovery,  he  informs 
us,  ‘ that  his  practice  is  to  give  his  patients  bread  pills, 
‘ merely  to  fatisfy  them,  and  he  found  they  did  very  well  without 
* the  aid  of  any  other  medicine  !’  W hat  idea  his  patients  may  now 
'entertain  of  the  honour  and  honefty  of  the  protefl'or,  I will  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine;  but  1 will  venture  an  opinion,  that 
a candid  confelfion,  that  no  medical  afliftance  was  neceflary, 
would  have  ftamped  his  charailer  in  a more  refpedable  light 
than  the  mean  impofition  of  adminiftering  pills  made  of  the 
crumbs  of  bread,  to  fatisfy  their  foolifli  and  ill-founded  pre- 
judices ! 
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judiccsl  I may  alfo  hazard  an  aflertion,  that  experience  (which 
has  greater  weight  with  the  rational  part  of  mankind  than  mil- 
lions of  flimfy  fpeculative  dodirincs,  unequal  to  the  teft  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  however  ingenious,  great,  and  exalted  in  profeffional 
rank,  their  authors  may  be  confidered)  will  be  lufficient  to 
fatisfy  the  above-defcribed  part  of  the  community,  that  this  New 
Opinion  of  our  author  is  highly  ridiculous  and  abfurd : but 
if  there  are  others  fo  far  fafcinated  by  the  author’s  great  pro- 
fellional  fame,  as  to  have  their  belief  ftaggered,  they  will  find 
farther  proofs  when  I come  to  treat  more  at  large  on  the  nature 
and  method  of  curing  the  various  degrees  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
which  may  perhaps  give  them  more  afliftance  in  fixing  their 
faith  relative  to  this  important  fubjedl. 

Another  New  Opinion  of  our  author  is  as  filthy,  unmanly, 
and  immoral,  as  it  is  untrue;  which  is,  that  ‘ Manuftrupation, 
‘ or  felf-pollution,  is  lefs  prejudicial  to  a weak  conftitution  than 
‘ the  natural  connedlion  with  a female  ; and  that  coition  with 
‘ a woman  of  the  town,  or  an  old  filthy  hag,  for  whom  we 
* can  have  no  love  or  alFeflion,  is  alfo  lefs  prejudicial  to  our  con- 
‘ ftitutions  than  with  a young,  healthy,  fweet  and  beautiful, 
‘ young  woman  !’  This  is,  according  to  our  author’s  New  Opi- 
nion, the  kind  of  female  which  is  the  moft  deftrudlive  to  the 
male  conftitution.  Reader  ! what  ftate  are  thy  rifible  mufcles 
in  ? — That  moft  amiable  part  of  the  creation,  our  beautiful  and 
virtuous  young  ladies,  are  under  great  obligations  to  this  inge- 
nious profeffbr,  for  propagating  this  important  difcovery,  fo 
necelTary  to  their  immediate  happinefs  ! 

I prefume  that  I have  now  relieved  my  readers,  in  fome  de- 
gree, of  the  pain  arifing  from  the  wire  edge  of  impatience,  by 
giving  them  a fmall  infight  into  our  author’s  new  and  mar- 
vellous difcoveries  ! I therefore  requeft  their  indulgence,  to 
wait  for  more  particular  information,  till  I arrive  at  my  pro- 
mifed  treatife  on  the  nature  and  method  of  curing  the  feveral 
degrees  of*the  venereal  difeafe.  There  I {hall  do  myfelf  the 
honour  of  introducing  this  ingenious  profefTor,  with  his  New 
Opinions;  and  though  I promife  no  wonderful  new  difcoveries 
of  my  own,  I do  promife  to  introduce  thofe  of  our  author  in  a 
brief  manner,  to  be  juftly  and  candidly  tried  by  the  touchftone 
of  reafon  and  known  pradlicable  and  undeniable  truths;  w’hich 
I {hall  endeavour  to  fupport  againft  all  idle  and  vain  perver- 
fions,  whatever  motives  may  have  given  them  birth.  In  doing 
this  I {hall  lay  down  fuch  rules  and  regulations  as  will  enable 
pradlitioners  to  do  juftice  to  their  patients,  honour  to  them- 
felves,  and  credit  to  their  profelTion,  which  can  only  be  done 
by  purfuing  and  founding  our  pradlice  on  fcicntific  and  known 
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eftablifhed  fa£ls.  Whatever  ftock  of  anatomical  knowledge  otn* 
proftifibr  may  have  acquired  in  a fchool*,  where  none  hut  idiots 
could  fail  of  becoming  ufefulj  his  late  celebrated  publication  af- 
fords a ftrong  prefumptive  proof,  that  he  has  but  a flender  ac- 
quaintance with  the  works,  and  really  ufeful  and  important  dif- 
coveries  and  new  opinions  of  the  great  and  juftly  immortal  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton;  and  that  true  philoTophy,  which  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  medical  profefTors,  and  the  very  foundation  of 
all  rational  pradfice,  has  had  no  great  (hare  in  building  the  au- 
thor’s fame.  His  New  Opinions  may,  however,  and  I fin- 
cerely  hope  they  will,  have  one  good  effedf,  by  producing  a 
conteft  among  regular  medical  men,  which  can  fcarcely  fail  of 
being  produdlive  of  public  good  ; and  more  particularly,  if  it 
fhould  ftimulatc  thofe  men  to  unite  in  their  endeavours  to  ref- 
cue  the  unfortunate  multitude  from  the  ravages  of  this,  when 
negledled  or  improperly  treated,  dreadful  difeafe ; which  has 
been  often  efteemed,  but  very  uncharitably,  and  with  little  ap- 
pearance of  truth,  as  a kind  of  divine  vengeance  fent  among 
us  for  the  punifhment  of  the  vicious  part  of  the  community. 
Surely  fuch  a dodtrine  will  be  allowed  to  be  falfe  morality,  if 
it  is  admitted  that  the  virtuous  wife,  and  innocent  babe,  nay 
millions  of  babes  unborn,  may  become  fufferers  from  this  filthy 
difeafe.  Would  it  not  favour  of  blafphemy  to  confider  thefe 
as  oWedts  of  divine  wrath  ? The  College  of  Phyficians,  and 
the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  of  London,  are  in  pofleflion,  by 
adls  of  parliament,  of  exclufive  privileges  to  pradlife  the 
refpedlive  branches  of  their  profdlion,  and  no  others  fuftered  to 
partake  of  that  pradfice  without  being  by  them  allowed  to  be 
duly  qualified  ; but  can  a ftranger  have  fyeh  an  idea  when  he 
finds  the  very  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  crouded  with  the 
very  loweft,  mofi:  worthlefs  and  ignorant  part  of  mankind, 
publicly  advertifing  their  non-equalled  and  never^failing  me- 
thods of  curing  difeafes!  What  were  the  motives  of  the  le- 
giflature  when  they  granted  the  above-mentioned  exclufive 
privileges  to  thofe  bodies  of  phyficians  and  furgeons  ? Were 
they  to  promote  their  pecuniary  interefts  as  individuals,  or  ag- 
gran'^izc  themfelves  as  public  bodies  ? I think  1 may  anfwer 
this  quefiion  in  the  negative,  and  pronounce  thofe  motives  to 
be  intended  to  beftow  on  them  honour  and  reward,  for  be- 
coming promoters  of  medical  knowledge,  and  public  guar- 
dians of  the  lives  and  healths  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts.  Do 
they  d fcharge  their  duty  in  fufiPering  thofe  fubjedts  to  be  lacri- 
ficed  by  ignorant  impoftors,  and  thereby  dil'grace  the  king- 
dom by  making  it  a general  rendezvous  for  defigning  knaves 
and  impudent  vagabonds  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ? I will 
leave  this  queftion  robe  anfwered  by  themfelves;  and  wilh  they 
may  exert  t eir  lawful  power  to  banifli  all  quacks  from  the 

* Dr.  Hunter’s  diffeduig-room,  where  he  received  his  education. 
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land.  The  venereal  difeafe,  in  particular,  is  the  greateft  and 
moft  profitable  harveft  of  quacks;  a difeafe  which,  in  fpite  of 
Mr.  Hunter’s  New  Opinion,  is  perhaps  the  only  one  in  na- 
ture that  never  cures  itfelf:  and  fo  various  and  intricately  per- 
plexing are  its  numerous  fymptoms  and  appearances  in  dif- 
ferent conftitutions,  that  it  certainly  requires  more  fkill  and 
addrefs  to  treat  it  with  the  greateft  advantage  and  fafety  to  the 
patients  than  can  poflibly  fall  to  the  lot  of  an  illiterate  low 
mechanic.  If  there  are  any  who  doubt  this  faft,  I will  aflc 
them.  If  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  a valuable  watch,  wanting 
repairs,  w'hether  they  would  intruft  it  for  that  purpofe  to  an 
itinerant  blind  fiddler?  And  yet  it  is  equally  abfurd,  and  in- 
finitely of  greater  confequence,  to  entruft  our  healths,  and 
even  our  lives,  to  fuch  impudent  pretenders  to  medical  know- 
ledge, as  our  quacks  in  general  are.  Notwithftanding  the 
evident  neceffity  of  employing  rational  medical  learning  in 
treating  this  difeafe,  the  afflidfed  have,  in  a very  great  degree, 
been  abandoned  by  regular  furgeons,  and  left  to  fall  a facrifice 
to  the  rapacity  of  ignorant  impoftors  : not  that  the  former  had 
any  objedfion  to  receive  the  fweets  arifing  from  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe;  but  from  the  ill-founded  notion  that  a fort  of  fhame, 
difcordant  with  their  dignity,  would  attend  their  publicly  ten- 
dering their  fervices  in  that  branch  of  pradlice.  The  quacks, 
therefore,  as  public  advertifers,  have  through  the  ignorance 
and  credulity  of  mankind  ran  oiF  with  a great  fhare  of  the 
profit  which  the  laws  of  this  country  allow  to  be  due  to  learned 
men  only. 

Mr.  John  Hunter’s  late  publication,  however,  will  I hope 
have  at  leaft  another  good  efFedt,  by  fhewing  fuch  ideas  to  arife 
from  falfe  and  reprehenfible  modefty,  and  teaching  all  phy-/ 
ficians  and  furgeons,  that  to  render  fervices  to  their  diftrefl'ed 
fellow-creatures  is  not  difgraceful,  nor  below  the  dignity  of  the 
prefident  of  the  college,  or  the  whole  body  thereof.  If  this 
publication  Ihould  in  any  degree  tend  to  produce  that  defired 
eft'edt,  I (hall  not  confider  my  labour  bellowed  in  vain. 

As  brevity,  if  attended  with  perfpicuity,  will,  I prefume, 
be  admitted  a very  eflential  requifite  to  a writer  who  has  for 
his  objedt  the  public  information,  upon  free,  open,  and  candid 
principles,  1 will  endeavour  to  polTefs  and  follow  that  requilite 
in  the  following  diflertation  on  the  nature  and  method  of  curing 
the  various  degrees  and  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  there- 
by purpofely  guarding  againft  putting  my  readers  to  much  ex- 
pence of  time  or  money  ; and  though  my  book  will  be  a 
dwarf  in  fize,  and  very  fmall  in  price,  wfien  compared  with 
the  ftupendous  work  of  the  profelTor,  John  Hunter,  I pro- 
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mife  my  reader  »t  fhall  comprize  all  that  is  really  new,  and 
which  truth  and  candour  can  in  any  degree  declare  to  be  of 
praftical  utility,  contained  in  that  gigantic  volume.  Here  I 
requefl-,  that  my  readers  will  give  full  credit  to  this  declaration, 
that  1 have  not  the  leaft  perfonal  difrefpedl  to  the  author  of  the 
work,  which  is  the  fubjedl  of  this  comment ; on  the  contrary, 
the  very  refpedfful' and  grateful  remembrance  I have  to  the 
memory  of  his  late  brother.  Dr.  William  Hunter,  to  whofe 
induftry  I am  chiefly  indebted  for  what  anatomical  knowledge 
I pofleis,  would  have  rendered  a panegyric  on  the  work  in 
queftion  a much  more  pleafing  talk  : but  Truth,  in  whofe 
caufc  I have  embarked,  would  not  permit  me  that  pleafing  En- 
joyment. 
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CANDID  REVIEW 

OF 

/ 

Mr.  JOHN  HUNTER’S  NEW  OPINIONS 

ON  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

^ a'/ei/  ^h-aaw  /J>.  . 

':  /^UR  profeflbr  introduces  his  very  daborate  work  in  the 
^ following  manner — ‘ I am  induced  by  two  motives  to 
‘ publifh  the  following  treatife : in  the  firft  place,  I am  in 
‘ hopes,  that  feveral  New  Opinions  contained  in  it,  will  be 
‘ deemed  worthy  of  public  attention;  in  the  next  place,  I am  ' 
‘ defirous  to  have  an  opportunity  of  afferting  my  right  to  Tome 
‘ opinions,  that  have  made  their  way  into  the  world  under  othef- 
‘ names?’  And,  further,  ‘ There  are  many  opinions  refpediiii^ 

‘ the  animal  ceconomy  peculiar  to  myfelf.’  Firft, 

‘ OF  SYMPATHY;’ 

which  he  divides  into  univerfal  and  partial.  We  have  been 
fome  years  ago  acquainted  with  our  profeflbr’s  partiality  for  a 
theory  (if  I may  be  allowed  to  apply  that  name  to  a heap  of 
irreconcilable  bombaft)  derived  from  this  fubjeift  ; but  I muft 
confefs  that  my  conceptions  are  fo  very  (hallow,  that  I am  now 
as  incapable  as  I was  then  of  applying  this  term  to  any  other 
definitive  idea,  than  mental  connexion  or  impreflion  made  on 
one  perfon  by  another,  which  makes  him  in  a degree  partici- 
pator of  the  joys,  or  more  particularly  grief,  of  the  other  ; and 
that  I know  of  no  fympathy  which  takes  place  between  the 
matter  which  conftitutes  the  different  parts  of  an  animal  body, 
by  any  other  means  than  the  communications  of  the  fame 
nerves : and  I will  pofitively  proteft,  that  this  opinion  is 
neither  new  nor  peculiar  to  Mr.  John  Hunter  ; Khali  therefore 
fay  no  more  of  it : but  proceed  to  another  of  his  New  Opi- 
nions, which  is. 
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‘ DISEASED  ACTIONS  BEING  INCOMPATIBLE 
‘ WITH  EACH  OTHER.’ 

Under  this  head  we  are  roundly  afiured,  that  no  two  difeafes 
can  take  place  at  the  fame  time  in  the  fame  perfon.  Is  pof- 
felfing  the  itch  a certain  and  efFedlual  guard  againft  catching 
the  clap  ? ‘ It  is  fuppofed  that  it  can  be  combined  with  other 
‘ difeafes,  fuch  as  the  itch  and  the  fcurvy  ; thus  we  hear  of 
‘ pocky  itch,  and  of  fcurvy  and  the  venereal  difeafe  combined  ; 
‘ but  this  fuppofition  appears  to  be  founded  in  ignorance.’  Our 
profelfor  has  here  given  a defcription  o/  the  fcurvy  ; but  I am, 
not  fufficiently  enlightened  to  receive  any  information  from  it. 
I muft  therefore  give  my  reader  my  own  opinion  (though  it  is 
neither  new  nor  peculiar  to  myfelf)  of  that  dife^'e:  in  plain 
Englifh,  without  prolixity  or  abftrufe  circumlocution,  it  is 
the  efFedl  of  a debilitated  decayed  conftitution,  where  the 
great  bodily  organs,  fuch  as  the  heart,  lungs,  liver,  and  fo- 
forth,  have  in  a degree  more  or  lefs.loft  the  power  of  perform- 
ing their  refpedive  adions,  and  the  blood  has  loft,  by  putre- 
faaion,  its  fmooth,  fine,  balfamic  quality,  and  is  become  a 
thin  fharp  fluid,  which,  inftead  of  nourifhing  the  body,  ferves 
as  acauftic,  that  gradually  tends  to  deftroy  it.  Notwithftand- 
ing  our  author’s  unqualified  aflertion,  that  fuch  conftitution 
can  never  be  fubjedl  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  millions  of  in- 
ftanccs  may  be  brought  to  prove,  and  upon  infinitely  more 
folid  and  rational  foundations  than  thofe  which  our  profelTor 
has  produced  in  fupport  of  the  contrary,  that  this  conftitution  is 
the  very  one  where  this  difeafe  always  makes  the  greateft  havoc. 
Our  profeflbr,  forgetting  himfelf,  which  he  does  ftrangely 
through  the  greateft  part  of  his  elaborate  and  extraordinary 
produdlion,  in  the  following  page  lays  it  down  as  a fatft,  that 
‘ a man  may  have  the  lues  and  the  fmall-pox  at  the  fame  time.’ 
This,  I believe,  few  men  in  their  fenfes  ever  denied  ; but  our 
author,  as  if  determined  to  go  all  lengths  in  fupport  of  his  fa- 
vourite theory,  adds,  ‘ that  is,  parts  of  his  body  may  have 

* been  contaminated  by  the  venereal  poifon,  and  the  fmall-pox 

* may  take  place,  and  both  may  appear  together,  but  not  in  the 
‘ fame  parts.’  This  curious  New  Opinion  of  our  profeflbr 
amounts  to  this — that  a man  may  previoufly  have  the  great  pox, 
which  might  affedl  his  whole  conftitution,  but  on  the  arrival 
of  the  fmall  pox  it  muft  retreat  to  fome  corner  to  make  room 
for  it,  and  the  latter  muft  return  the  compliment,  and  keep  to 
the  part  not  occupied  by  the  former;  thel'e  difeafes,  therefore, 
it  feems,  very  unlike  ambitious  and  interefted  men,  never 
trefpafs  on  each  other’s  pofleflions  ; fo  that  a man  who  has  the 
creat  oox  in  his  head  can  never  have  the  fmall  one  there  alfo  ! 

® Although 
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Although  I have  promifed  to  be  brief  in  thefe  obfervations, 
I cannot  forbear  quoting  the  following  curiofity  ! ‘ If  both/ 

that  is  the  lues  and  fmall-pox,  ‘ were  confequences  of  fever, 
‘ and  each  followed  the  fever  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  then  it 
‘ would  be  impofllble  for  both  to  have  their  refpeflive  eruptions 

* even  in  different  parts.’  Here  the  reader  finds  truly  a New 
Opinion  ! What  profelTor,  except  himfelf,  ever  dreamt  of  the 
fmall-pox,  and  more  particularly  the  great  one,  being  ‘ conle- 
‘ quences  of  fever.’  It  would  be  infulting  my  reader’s  under- 
ftanding,  were  I to  dwell  longer  on  this  monftrous  abfurdity. 

‘ OF  THE  COMPARATIVE  POWERS  OF  DIFFER- 
‘ ENT  PARTS  OF  THE  BODY— FROM  SITUA- 
‘ TION— FROM  STRUCTURE.’ 

Under  this  head  we  find  nothing  new.  The  chief  fubjedi  of 
this  fe£Hon  is,  that  mortification  arifes  from  debility  ; and  that 
a tall  man  is  more  fubjedb  to  it  than  a Ihort  one  ! That  he 
who  has  a hemiplegia  may  die  of  it.  That  the  animal  body 
is  compofed  of  a variety  of  fubftances,  as  mufcle,  tendon,  cel- 
lular membrane,  liga^ment,  bone,  nerve,  &c.  I ftfall  therefore 
trouble  my  reader  no  longer  on  what  is  not  calculated  to  afford 
him  any  kind  of  gratification. 

‘ OF  PARTS  SUSCEPTIBLE  OF  PARTICULAR 

‘ DISEASES.’ 

Here  we  receive  the  important  information,  that  ‘ there 

* are  fome  parts  much  more  fufceptible  of  fpecific  difeafes  than 
‘ others ; poifons  take  their  different  feats  in  the  body,  as  if  al- 
‘ lotted  for  them.  Thus  we  have  thefkin  attacked  by  what  is 
‘ vulgarly  called  fcorbutic  eruptions,  and  many  other  difeafes. 

‘ It  is  alfo  the  feat  of  the  fmall-pox  and  meafies.  The 
‘ throat  is  the  feat  of  adfion  in  the  hydrophobia  and  the  hoop- 
‘ ing-cough.  The  fcrofula  attacks  the  abibrbent  fyftenri,  parti- 
‘ cularly  the  glands.  The  breafts,  tefticles,  and  the  conglo- 
‘ merate  glands,  are  the  feat  of  cancer.  The  fkin,  throat,  and 

* nofe,  are  more  readily  affedfed  by  the  lues  venerea  than  the 
‘ bones  and  periofteum.’  He  adds,  that  ‘ the  vital  parts  are 

* perhaps  not  at  all  fufceptible  of  this  difeafe.’  To  thefe  opi- 
nions of  our  profefTor,  whether  new  or  peculiar  to  himfelf  or 
not,  I muft  oppofe,  that,  unlefs  he  means  by  what  are  vulgarly 
called  fcorbutic  eruptio  s to  be  the  itch,  he  is  again  unhappily 
d ceived  in  thefe  opinions;  for  the  fkin  is  not  the  feat 
of  that  difeafe  called  the  fmall-pox,  but  of  one  of  it’s  fymp- 
toms.  The  very  fame  muft  be  laid  of  the  mealies.  The 
throat  is  not  the  feat  of  the  hydrophobia.  And  the  lungs  hav? 
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greater  pretenfions  to  be  the  feat  of  the  hooping-cough.-  The 
abforbent  fyftem,  or  glands,  are  not  the  particular  feats  of  the 
fcrofula ; for  though  what  is  commonly  taken  for  that  difeafe, 
deferves  not  the  name,  and  may  be  nothing  more  than  tempo- 
rary obftrudion  in  the  lymphatic  gland,  produced  by  any 
irritation,  the  little  tumour  may  be  very  eafily  extirpated,  and 
the  cure  perfe£l:ly  performed:  but  moft  profelTional  men  will, 
I believe,  acknowledge  that  they  find  fomething  more  in  the 
conftitution  that  retards  the  cure  of  the  fcrofula. 

Similar  obfervations  hold  good  with  refpedl:  to  the  canter 
attacking  the  breads,  tefticles,  and  the  conglomerate  glands. 
'I  he  (kin,  throat,  and  nofe,  are  never  affefled  by  the  lues  until 
it  arrives  to  a confidcrable  height  j and  then  the  periofleum, 
and  bone  of  the  leg  called  tibia,  difeover  very  often  an  equal 
fufeeptibility  to  this  difeafe  with  other  parts:  and  whether  the 
vital  parts  are  ever  fufceptible  of  the  venereal  poifon,  I will 
leave  to  my  reader  to  determine,  requefting  him  to  recollect 
whether  he  ever  knew  inltances,  or  thinks  that  airy  are  likely 
to  happen,  of  death  being  produced  by  that  difeafe. 

‘ OF  INFLAMMATION  AND  MORTIFICATION.’ 

Our  profeflbr  divides  Inflammation  and  Mortification  into 
two  fedlions  ; but  I am  not  difpofed  to  follow  him,  as  I am 
of  opinion  that  nothing  very  material  to  rational  pradlice  can 
be  found  in  them.  His  divifion  of  inflammations  into  adhe- 
live,  fuppurative,  and  ulcerative,  appears  to  be  flimfy,  and 
without  any  ufeful  meaning.  In  defining  mortification  he 
fays,  ‘ I confider  inflammation  as  an  increafed  adlion  of  that 
‘ power  which  a part  is  naturally  in  pofleflionof;  this  increafed 
‘ adlion,  in  healthy  inflammations  at  lead,  is  probably  attended 
‘ with  increafe  of  power ; but  in  inflammations  which  terminate 
‘ in  mortification  there  is  no  increale  of  power ; on  the  contrary, 

* there  is  diminution  of  power,  which,  joined  to  an  increafed 

* adtion,  becomes  the  caufe  of  mortification  by  deflroying  the 
‘ balance  which  ought  to  fubfift  between  the  power  and  adtiou 
‘ of  every  part.’  This  is  a very  curious  phyfiological  dif- 
covery ; but  1 fear  medical  pradlitioners  will  be  fo  ftub- 
bornly  obftinate  as  to  give  it  but  little  attention.  Diminution 
of  power  and  increafed  adfion  ! Is  the  adlion  any  thing  more 
than  the  efFedt  of  power  ? Where  did  he  learn  that  caufes 
and  effedls  can  be  fo  much  at  war  with  one  another  ? I pre- 
fume, not  in  his  brother’s  diflrdting-room  j for  I am  much 
deceived  if  that  ingenious  profeflor  ever  advanced  fuch  a pre- 
poftero  abfurdity.  Medical  men  who  deferve  any  rank  for 
their  (kill  in  their  profeflion,  are  well  aware  that  what  he  calls 
‘ healthy  inflammations,’  are  attended  with  increafe  of  powerj 
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arid  agreeable  to  fuch  rational  theory  they  form  their  prafHce, 
which  confifts  in  bleeding,  purging,  warm  applications  to 
aj  abate  the  ftrl£luie  of  parts,  abftinence,  and  fuch  cooling  anti- 

This  plan  is  generally  attended  with 
. On  the  other  hand,  they  are  alfo 
aware  that  inflammations  which  terminate  in  mortification 
are  attended  with  a diminution  of  power,  but  not  an  increafed 
atSion;  they  therefore,  very  properly  in  that  cafe,  adminifter 
bark,  fnake-root,  wine,  and  fuch  cordials  : and  I fincerely 
wifti,  whatever  Mr.  Hunter’s  reputation  may  fufler  from  the 
overthrow  of  his  favourite  theory,  that  they  do  fteadily  perfift 
in  the  fame  practice  until  another  is  proved  to  be  better,  on 
very  different  grounds  than  any  yet  produced  to  the  world  by 
that  gentleman. 

Here  I take  my  leave  of  the  profelTor’s  introduflion  to  his 
great  work  j and  Ihall  therefore  begin  with  the  firft  part  of  the 
work  itfelf. 


phlogiftic  regimen, 
moft  excellent  effedts 


^ PART  I.  CHAP  I. 

‘ OF  THE  VENEREAL  POISON.’ 

/ 

The  only  information  which  our  profelTor  favours  us  with 
in  the  firft  fedtion  of  this  firft  chapter,  is,  that  * the  venereal 
‘ difeafe  arifes  from  a poifon  which  is  capable  of  producing  the 
♦ fame  difeafe;’  and  this  poifon  he  calls  ‘ a morbid  poifon,  to 
^ diftinguifh  it  from  all  other  poifons.*  He  might  as  well 
have  called  it  an  animal  poifon  peculiar  to  mankind  : that,  I 
am  of  opinion,  , would  have  been  more  proper,  as  all  poifons  in 
nature,  whether  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral,  may  with 
equal  propriety  be  called  Morbid.  Perhaps  he  did  not  under- 
ftand  the  etymology  of  this  latter  word  ;,or  his  curious  definition 
of  the  venereal  poifon  might  have  arifen  from  his  love  for 
novelty  and  Angularity.  1 fhall  not  trouble  my  reader  farther 
with  that  which  can  afford  neither  pleafure  nor  profit.  But 
Ihall  juft  inform  him  that  the  next  fedlion  treats 

f OF  THE  FIRST  ORIGIN  OF  THE  VENEREAL 

‘ POISON.’ 

With  refpefl:  to  the  firjl  origin  of  this  poifon,  we  are  left  as 
much  in  the  dark,  as  far  as  our  profelTor  is  concerned,  as 
mankind  were  in  the  days  of  Jofhua.  Much  may  be  faid  on 
this  fubjedl ; and  it  is  probable  that  a defcription  of  the  vene- 
real difeafe  may  be  found  in  fome  parts  of  facred  writ.  But 
as  a knowledge  of  a proper  method  of  curing  difeafes  is  of  much 
more  importance  to  medical  pradfitioners  than  of  their  origin,  I 
fhall  not  dwell  longer  on  a fubjea  that  affords,  perhaps,  to 
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fftme  men  but  little  pleafure.  Our  author  then  proceeds  to 
fhew  that  ‘ it  firft  bega  i in  the  human  race.’  But  we  neither 
£nd  in  this  nor  the  following  fedtion,  which  treats  ‘ of  the 
‘ nature  of  the  poifon,’  any  ufeful  information.  He  then  lays 
it  down  as  a fact,  that  ‘ no  variation  can  arife  in  the  difeafe 
‘ from  the  different  ftrength  of  the  matter.’  In  fupport  of  this 
fuppof  d fadl,  wv  are  treated  with  fome  indelicate  ftories  ; 
through  which,  as  they  afford  nothing  ufeful,  1 fliall  not 
follow  their  author. 

The  fifth  fedlion  treats 

‘ OF  THE  POISON  BEING  THE  SAME  IN  GO- 
‘ NORRHCEA  AND  IN  CHANCRE.’ 

That  the  poifon  is  the  fame  in  gonorrhoea  and  chancre,  and 
indeed  in  every  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  whether  local  or  confti- 
tutional,  is  admitted  by  the  profeffor;  and  was  never  denied,  I be- 
lieve, by  any  man : and  that  this  poifon  is  the  very  matter  which 
is  formed  in  the  urethra  in  a gonorrhoea,  in  a chancre  wherever 
fituated,  in  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  breafts,  or  in  any  parts  of  the 
body,  which  is  capable  by  contadf  with  a fecreting  furface  of 
affedling  a found  perfon,and  producing  all  or  any  of  thefymptoms 
of  the  venereal  difeafe.  Having,  in  this  inftance,  agreed  in  opi- 
nion with  that  of  all  the  rational  part  of  the  faculty,  he  imme- 
diately entangles  himfelf  with  the  moft  palpable  and  abfurd  con- 
tradi£fion  that  can,  I conceive,  poffibly  enter  into  the  human 
mind ; and  roundly  afferts,  that  ‘ the  gonorrhoea  requires  no  fort 
‘ of  medical  affiftance  internally  or  externally,  for  in  all  cafes, 

* whatever  it  adlually  cures  itfelf.’  Such  a monftrous  abfurdity 
really  fcts  all  rational  criticifm  at  defiance  ! The  mode  of  rea- 
foning,  if  it  can  be  fo  called,  which  our  profeffor  introduces, 

* On  the  Caufe  of  the  Poifonous  Quality,  and  the  Mode  of 

* Venereal  Infedfion,’  is  likewife  deftitute  of  ufeful  informa- 
tion'. Nor  will  the  reader  find  himfelf  much  more  enlightened 
were  he  to  wade  through  three  more  chapters ; one,  ‘ On 
< the  Mode  of  Venereal  Infedfion;’  another,*  On  the  diffe- 

* rent  Forms  of  the  Difeafe;’  and  the  laft,  ‘ On  the  Lues 
‘ Venerea  being  the  Caufe  of  other  Difeafes.’ 

Having  now,  with  more  patience  than  profit,  waded  through 
the  firft  part  of  our  profefl'or’s  important  produdlion,  and 
made  fuch  quotations  and  obfervations  thereon  as  I conceived 
neceffary  to  give  my  readers  fome  idea  of  the  merits  of  this 
very  elaborate  work,  and  guard  him  againft  the  danger  which 
poffibly  the  fame  of  the  author  might  have  fubjedlea  him  to  ; 

I am  now  arrived  to  the  fccond  part,  which,  notwithftanding 
the  author’s  New  Opinion,  that  ‘ it  requires  no  medical  affift- 

* ance,’  and  that  ‘ in  all  cafes  it  cures  itfelf,’  begins,  but 
furely  very  ufelefsly,  with  the  fubjedt 
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‘ OF  GONORRHCEA.’ 

My  reader,  I fancy,  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  it 
is  rather  an  extraordinary  and  unnecefTary  condefcenfion  in 
our  profeflbr  to  employ  his  valuable  genius  in  writing  pro- 
fcfledly  on  a complaint  that  never  requires  any  medical  aflift- 
ance,  but  in  all  cafes  cures  itfelf.  However,  our  profeflbr 
begins  this  fubjeft  with  the  following  obfervations : ‘ When 
‘ an  irritating  matter  of  any  kind  is  applied  to  a fecreting  fur- 
‘ face,  it  increafes  that  fecretion,  and  changes  it  from  it’s 
‘ natural  ftate  (whatever  that  be)  to  fome  other,  which  in  the 
‘ prefent  difeafe  is  pus.’  Here  follow  fome  obfervations  in- 
tended to  difcriminate  between  mucus  and  pus,  in  my  opinion 
of  no  great  ufe  in  praftice,  whether  the  matter  in  a gonorrhoea 
proceeds  from  ulcers  in  the  urethra,  which  (notwithftanding 
our  profeflbr’s  declaration  to  the  contrary)  I am  fatisfied  is 
fometimes  the  cafe,  it  muft  be  confidered  at  lealt  as  an  increaf- 
ed,  difeafed  fecretion,  partaking  nearly  of  all  the  efTential 
qualities  of  pus ; therefore  it  may  be  confidered  as  fuch  with- 
out danger  of  committing  any  material  error  in  prailke. 

Our  profeflbr,  after  repeatedly  declaring  as  a faff,  ‘ that  go- 
‘ norrhcea  in  all  cafes  requires  no  medical,  much  lefs  mercurial 
‘ treatment,’  and  that  ‘ in  all  cafes  it  cures  itfelf,’  gives  us  the 
cafe  of  a gentleman  (he  might  have  given  us  thoufands,  but 
that  would  have  deftroyed  his  favourite  theory)  who  had  con-  ' 
traded  the  gonorrhoea  twice,  * and  had  been  cured  both  times 
‘ without  mercury.  About  two  months  after  each,  he  had 
‘ fymptoms  of  the  lues  venerea  : thofe  in  confequence  of  the 
^ firft  infedion  were  ulcers  in  the  throat,  which  were  cured  by 
‘ the  external  application  of  mercury  ; the  fymptoms  in  confe- 
‘ quence  of  thefecond  were  blotches  on  the  fkin,  for  which  he 
‘ alfo  ufed  mercurial  ointment,  and  was  cured.  We  have  too 
‘ many  examples  of  chancres  producing  the  lues  venerea.’  Here 
the  profeflbr  ftrangely  forgot  himfelf,  and  confelTed  that  a com- 
plaint fo  perfedly  innocent  as  to  ‘ require  no  fort  of  medical 
‘ affiftance,  repeatedly  produced  a lues  venerea;’  but  immedi- 
ately recolleds  that  it  muft  be  an  extraordinary  cafe,  and  that 
the  inftances  of  chancres  producing  the  fame  are  infinitely 
more  numerous.  Here  the  profeflbr  muft  excufe  me  for  tellim»- 
him  that,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  it  is  out  of  his  power  to 
prove  the  fad  : on  the  contrary,  the  truth  is,  that,  as  he 
cafes  of  gonorrhoea  are  more  numerous  or  common  than  thofe 
of  chancres,  there  muft  be  greater  examples  of  the  former  pro- 
ducing the  lues  than  of  the  latter.  I will  alfo  tell  him  a 
fccrct~that  in  both  inftances  of  gonorrhoea  in  the  gentleman 
which  he  above  ftates,  he  was  not  cured ; and  if  he  had  taken 
mercury,  which  is  as  harmlefs,  if  properly  chofen  and  admini- 
ftered,  as  magnefia,  he  would  not  have  been  troubled  with 
ulcers  in  his  throat,  or  blotches  on  his  Ikin. 
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The  profc'flbr  proceeds  by  obferving,  that  ' from  this  cir- 

* cumftaivce  of  all  gonorrhoeas  ceafing  without  medical  help,  I 

* fliould  doubt  very  much  the  poflxbility  of  a perfon  getting  ^ 
‘ frefti  gonorrhoea  while  he  has  that  difeafe,  or  of  his  increafing 

the  fame  by  the  application  of  frefh  matter  of  its  own  kind  ; 

* and  this  obfervation  holds  in  all  the  forms  of  the  difeafe;  for 
‘ i.t  has  been  proved  that  the  application  of  the  matter  from  a 
*■  gonorrhoea  to  a bubo,  does  not  in  the  Icaft  retard  the  cure  of 
^ that  bubo;  nor  does  the  matter  of  a chancre  applied  to  a bubo, 

* nor  the  matter  of  a bubo  applied  to  a chancre,  produce  any 
‘ bad  elFedt.’  Perhaps  not,  if  it  be  applied  together  with  mercu- 
rial dreflings,  its  own  antidote  in  all  cafes  ; but  otherwife  the 
profcfTor  muft  be  poflefTed  of  more  than  his  prefent  fljare  of 
genius,  however  great,  to  prove  the  fail  to  the  fatisfadlion 
of  many  medical  men. 

I will  tell  him  a JJory,  which  may  perhaps  prove  as  much  as 
fome  of  his  own.  When  I was  a furgeon  in  the  navy  in  the  late 
war,  I have  often  been  very  angry  with  the  men  for  getting  cop- 
nedfed  with  foul  women  when  they  had  any  local  fymptoms  of 
the  venereal  difeafe;  for  I abfolutely  found  a confiderable  addi- 
tional tiouble  in  curing  them  in  thofe  cafes.  But  the  profeflbr, 
determined  to  enforce,  at  all  events,  his  favourite  opinion,  and 
eftablifti  it  as  a matter  of  fadf,  that  a ‘ fupply  of  frellt  matter 
‘ cannot  afFedl  the  parts  fo  as  to  renew  the  difeafe,’  tells  us, 
‘ that  a man  (hall,  immediately  after  having  a gonorrhoea,  have 
‘ frequent  connexion  with  women  of  the  town,  and  that  for 
‘ years  without  catching  the  difeafe,  and  yet  a frefh  man  fhall 

* contradf  it  immediately  from  the  very  fame  woman.  ’ This  is 
evidently  an  attempt  to  prove  the  lues  venerea  to  partake  of  the 
nature  of  the  fmalJ-pox,  for  which  we  may  inoculate,  and 
thereby  fecure  the  patient  from  farther  danger,  where  none  can 
have  it  more  than  once  in  their  life-time.  Happy  would  it  be 
for  many  thoufands  of  men  and  women,  if  the  profeflbr’s 
New  Opinion  was  juft ; but  they  are,  at  confiderable  cofts, 
Tery  properly  qualified  to  bear  witnefs,  that,  having  once  had 
the  gonorrhoea,  nay  even  the  whole  train  of  venereal  fymptoms, 
can  afford  them  no  fecurity  againlt  concradling  it  again.  It  it 
.could,  the  pecuniary  interefls  of  medical  praeSHtioners  would 
indeed  be  very  conljderably  afFeifted.  But  I muft  not  follow 
the  profefTor  through  all  his  fingularities,  left  I fliould  break  my 
promife  of  being  brief,  and  fwell  my  book  to  the  fize  of  his. 

The  profeffor  and  I have  travelled  together,  but  not  very  fo- 
ciably,  differing  very  much  in  our  fentiments,  until  we  arrived  at 

‘ THE  SEAT  OF  THE  DISEASE  IN  BOTH  SEXES,’ 

which  arc  already  pretty  well  known  ; and  as  the  profeflbr 
has  not  afforded  us  any  of  his  new  theory  under  this  head 
that  can  gratify  the  reader,  I fhall  pafs  it  over,  and  alfo  fome 

other 
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other  fedllons  which  appear  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  ; fakirtg 
care,  however,  in  juftice  to  the  profeiTor,  as  well  as  to  ferve 
the  reader,  to  omit  none  of  his  remarkable  New  Opinions, 

Under  the  head 

‘ OF  THE  DISCHARGE,' 

we  are  prefented  with  one  of  that  defefiption,  where  the 
author  aflerts,  that  ‘ the  veficulje  feminales  are  not  refervoirs 
‘ for  femen,’  which,  ‘ from  feveral  experiments,’  he  has  ‘ been 
* able  to  prove/  1 vvifh  he  had  prefented  his  reader  with  the 
nature  of  his  proofs,  and  alfo  what  they  were,  and  which  way 
the  femen  pafTes  from  the  teftes  into  the  urethra  in  the  adf  of  coi- 
tion : but  he  has  not  thought  proper  to  give  us  any  thing 
more  than  his  mere  ipfe  dixit  in  fupport  of  a fubjedf  which,  if 
juft,  is  really  a new  difeovery  ! The  reader  will  lecollefi  that 
many  of  the  profeflbr’s  proofs  are  not  altogether  convincing; 
he  will  therefore  probably  refufe  to  become  a convert  until  the 
profeflbr  condefeends  to  give  farther  proofs  of  this  new  dodtrine. 

‘OFCHORDEE/ 

A writer  of  lefs  genius  than  the  profeflbr  would  have  clafled  go- 
norrheea  and  chordee  together,  and  allowed  both  to  be  the  efte<2s 
of  the  fame  caufe ; but  he  thought  proper  to  treat  on  the  lat- 
ter in  a feparate  and  diftindl  fedtion  ; where  we  are  prefented 
with  one  of  his  New  Opinions,  which  I muft  not  overlook  : 
‘ the  chordee  appears  to  be  inflammatory  in  fome  cafes,  and 
‘ fpafmodic  in  others.’  What  is  a fpafmodic  chordee.'*  Of 
rather,  what  does  the  word  mean  i Is  it  not  a word  better  cal- 
culated to  cover  the  ignorance  of  thofe  who  ufe  it,  than  to 
convey  any  rational  idea  to  the  reader  i Is  it  any  thing  more 
than  the  effedl  of  fome  pre-exilting  caufe  ? And  may  not  that 
caufe  confifl:  in  inflammation  or  irritation,  which  may  be  in 
their  nature  of  various  kinds,  and  yet  produce  fimilar  efFedfs  ; 
which  is  all  that  I can  poflibly  conceive  from  the  word  Spafm. 
Our  profeflbr  firfl:  treats  of  the  inflammatory  chordee,  which, 
‘ as  in  the  adhefive  inflammation  unites  the  cells  together,  de- 
‘ ftroys  the  power  of  diftenfion  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  ure- 
‘ thra,  and  makes  it  unequal  in  this  refpedt  to  the  corpora  caver- 
‘ nofa  penis,  and  therefore  a curvature  on  that  fide  takes  place 
‘ in  the  time  of  eredtion,  which  is  called  chordee.  The  cur- 
‘ vature  is  generally  on  the  lower  part  of  the  penis,  arifing 
‘ from  the  cells  of  the  corpus  cavernofum  penis  of  that  fide, 
‘ having  their  fide  united  by  adhefion.’  Here  we  have  a 
ftriking  proof  of  the  profeflbr’s  happy  talents  in  exploring  dark 
and  abftrufe  fubjedts,  and  bringing  them  to  light  in  corredl 
and  beautiful  grammatical  language  ! Notwithftanding  the 
profeflbr’s  elegant  theory  of  adhefive  inflammation,  I am  of 

opinion 
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opinion  that  there  is  a more  limple,  and  equallyrational,  method 
of  explaining  the  caufe  of  a chordee.  I am  well  aware,  that 
when  two  fecreting  furfaces  are  in  contadf,  and  both  are  in- 
flamed, an  adhefion  may  take  place,  as  we  frequently  find  in 
the  lungs  and  plura  cr  diaphragm;  but  this  bears  no  analogy 
with  inflammation  which  produces  the  chordee,  which  in 
reality  is  confined  to  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra  j the  com- 
ponent parts  of  which  are  thickened,  and  have  their  power  of 
diltenlion  much  diminifticd  : that  not  being  the  cafe  with  the 
corpora  caveinola,  which  are  free  from  inflammation,  and 
coiifequently  capable  of  the  ufual  diflenfion  in  eredfion,  it  is 
very  evident  that  the  faid  curvature  muft  unavoidably  take  place 
from  that  very  plain  circumftance. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  tenth  fedlion  of  the  firft  chapter 
of  the  fecond  part  of  this  extenlive  performance,  which  treats 

‘ OF  I HE  SWELLED  TESTICLE:’ 

and  here  we  are  again  amufed  with  the  profeflor’s  favourite 
theory  of  Sympathy.  ‘ Swelled  tefticles,  affe£iion  of  the 
‘ bladder,  and  many  of  the  fyniptoms  mentioned  before,  are 
‘ fympathetical  and  not  venereal.’  Very  unqualified  afler- 
tions,  truly  ! But  in  this,  as  well  as  in  moft  others  of  his  New 
Opinions,  the  profeflbr  will  perhaps  make  but  few  converts. 

‘ OF  THE  SWELT.INGS  OF  THE  GLANDS  FROM 
‘ SYMPATHY.’ 

The  glands  will  fometimes  Iwell  from  an  irritation  at  the  ori- 
gin of  the  lymphatics  where  no  abforption  can,  ■■  poflibly  take 
* place.’  I muft  requeft  the  profeflbr  to  inform  the  world  where 
he  found  thofe  lympathics,  and  their  ‘ origin,  where  abforption 
‘ cannot  polTibly  take  place.’  The  public  will  have  a right  to 
expedt  his  compliance  in  this  particular,  before  they  will  be 
dilpofed  to  grant  him  that  degree  of  fame  and  fuperlative  excel- 
lence which  liis  conlummate  vanity  feems  to  demand.  We  are 
informed  alfo,  that  ‘ the  lymphatic  glands  often  fweli  and  be- 
‘ come  painful  upon  the  commencement  of  inflammation  before 
‘ any  fuppuration  has  taken  place.’  This  obfervation  may  be 
confidered  by  our  author  as  being  of  great  in  poriance;  but  I fear 
moft  of  his  readers  will  not  be  able  to  diicover  in  it  any  thing 
novel  or  interefting.  I would  wifh  to  afle  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
what  fwellings  with  inflammation  are  ever  unauended  with 
pain?  Our  author  in  this  place  treats  his  readers  will*  the  cafe 
of  a perfon  who  had  received  ‘ a prick  in  the  finger  from  a clean 
‘ fewing  needle,  produce  a red  ftreakall  up  the  fore  arm,  pain 
‘ along  the  infides  of  the  biceps  mufcles,  a fwelling  of  the  lym- 
phatic 
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* phatic  gland  above  the  inner  condoyleof  the  humerus, and  alfo 

* of  the  glands  of  the  arnri-pit  immediately  followed  by  ficknefs 
‘ and  a rigour,  all  of  which,  however,  foon  went  oil;'.’  This  im- 
portant cafe  is  produced  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  proving  that  the 
abforbent  fyftem  is  capable  of  being  affefled  as  well  by  irri- 
tation, as  by  the  abforption  of  matter.  We  will  allow  that  every 
fyftem,  and  every  living  part  of  an  animal  body  containing 
nerves,  muft,  in  all  cafes  be  affe£ted  by  irritation  but  in  the 
above  cafe,  the  nervous,  and  not  the  abforbent  fyftem,  waj 
chiefly  affedled.  It  is  really  applying  criticifm  to  little  pur- 
pofe, to  dwell  on  fuch  trifling  abfurdities.  However,  I can- 
not forbear  laying  before  my  reader,  asconcife  as  poffible,  fome 
obfervations  introduced  by  our  author  for  the  purpofe  of  afford- 
ing additional  proofs  to  his  favourite  theory  on  the  fubjedi  of 
Sympathy.  ‘ It  fometimes  happens  that  the  glands  of  the  groin 
‘ are  affedfed  in  a common  gonorrhoea  with  the  appearance  of 
‘ buboes,  but  which  I fufpecft  to  be  fimilar  to  the  fwelling  of  the 
‘ tefticles,  that  is,  merely  fympathetic,and  they  are  not  venereal.' 
Anxious  as  our  profeftbr  evidently  is  that  we  fhould  believe  in 
his  new  theory  of  Sympathy,  he  has  not  attempted  to  illuftrate 
the  philofophical  principles  upon  which  the  wonderful  adtions 
take  place;  I Ihall  therefore  leave  it  to  my  readers  to  determine 
upon  it  in  any  manner  they  pleafe. 

We  are  now  come  to  our  author’s  fedlion^ 

‘ ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  LYMPHATICS  IN 
‘ A GONORRHCEA;’ 

which  contains  nothing  worthy  of  attention,  the  whole  confift- 
ing  of  abfurdities  and  contradidlions. 

The  following  fedlion  alfo  contains  nothing  interefting.  I 
Ihall  therefore  proceed  to  examine  the  next;  which  is  on 

‘ THE  GONORRHCEA  IN  WOMEN.’ 

We  are  here  informed  that  the  ‘ gonorrhoea  in  women  is 
‘ not  fo  complicated  as  in  men;  the  parts  affcdled  are  mqre 
‘ Ample,  and  fewer  in  number.  It  is  not  fo  eafily  known 
‘ in  them  as  it  is  in  men,  becaufe  they  are  fubjedt  to  the  fluor 
‘ albus,  which  refembles  it.’  The  author,  however,  has  not 
given  us  any  information  how  we  are  to  diflinguifh  one 
difeafe  from  the  other;  we  are  therefore  left  in  the  fame 
darknefs  as  we  were  in  before  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
feflor’s  marvellous  book.  ‘ It  has  been  afterted,’  fays  our  au- 
thor, ‘ that  theovaria  are  fometimes  affedted  in  a fmiilar  man- 

* ner  to  the  tefticles  in  njen ; 1 have  never  feen  a cafe  of  this 
‘ kind,  and  Ilhould  very  much  doubt  its  cxiftenccj  for  we  have 

^ * no 
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* nolnftances  of  other  difeafes  of  the  ovaria  rympathififig  v^ith 

* thofe  parts.’  Here  Mr.  Hunter  has  unfortunately  miffed  an 
excellent  opportunity  of  fporting  with  his  admirable  theory 
on  Sympathy;  for  after  admitting,  and  ftrongly  enforcing, 
the  powerful  influence  of  fympathy  between  the  urethra  and 
teftes  in  men,  he  could  not  have  had  a better  fubjeft  to  enlarge 
on  in  fupport  of  the  fame,  than  the  connexion  which  fubfiffs 
between  the  clitoris,  vagina,  See.  with  the  ovaria  in  women. 
How  are  the  ova  conveyed  from  the  ovaria  into  the  uterus? 
My  anfwer  is,  in  confcquence  of  the  impreffion  made  upon  the 
clitoris,  vagina,  &c.  which  produces  a fimilar  impreffion  on  the 
ovaria  and  their  connedfed  parts.  But  left  I fliould  be  fuppofed 
to  agree  with  the  profefl'or  in  his  theory,  if  a mere  vague  affer- 
tion  can  be  fo  called,  on  Sympathy,  I muft  declare,  that  all  I 
mean  in  the  general  fenfe  of  that  word  is,  that  power  which 
clearly  fubfifts  in  the  anirhal  body  of  conveying  to  diftant  parts 
fimilar  impreffions  made  on  others  by  the  immediate  connexion 
of  nervous  influence.  Indeed,  1 muft  confefs  that  the  gene- 
rative organs  in  both  fexes  are  of  all  others  the  beft  calculated 
to  fiipporc  the  author’s  opinion  of  Sympathy;  for  we  find  that 
diftant  objeefs,  unconnedfed  by  corporeal  contadf,  have  ftrange 
eft'edfs  on  thofe  organs.  I'his  cftedl  may,  perhaps,  with  pro- 
priety be  called  Sympathy:  we  therefore  fee  how  very  unfor- 
tunate Mr.  Hunter  was  when  he  denied  any  fympathy  taking 
place  between  the  vagina  and  ovaria. 

We  are  at  laft  arrived  to  a very  important  fubjed — 

‘ THE  CURE  OF  A GONORRHCEA.’ 

A treatife  on  the  method  of  curing  a difeafe  that  ‘ in  all 
‘ cafes  requires  no  medical  affiftance,  and  abfolutely  cures  it- 
‘ felf !’  I'hc  reader  furely  will  think  himfelf  but  little  obliged 
for  a treatife  that  can  afford  him  no  fort  of  advantage;  and 
will  think  that  Mr.  Hunter’s  tranfeendant  abilities  might 
as  we^l  have  been  employed  in  writing  a differtation  on  the 
-myftery  of  eating  bread  and  cheefe,  or  drinking  a pot  of 
porter.  However,  I think  that,  by  this  time,  notwithftanding 
this  gentleman’s  New  Opinion,  my  reader  will  fufped  that 
fonre  medical  affiftance  is  really  neceffary  to  cure  the  gonorrhoea. 
We  will  therefore  fearch  whether  the  mode  of  affiftance  is  to  be 
found  in  our  profeffor’s  very  elaborate  performance.  We  are 
informed,  that  ‘ from  the  idea  which  I have  endeavoured  to  give 
‘ of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  general,  fliewing  that  whatever  form 
‘ it  appears  in,  it  always  arifes  from  the  fame  caufe,  we  fliould 
‘ be  induced  to  fuppofe,  that  fince  we  have  a fpecific  for  fome 
‘ formsof  the  difeafe,  this  fpecific  fliould  be  a certain  cure  for 
‘ every  oncj  and  therefore  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  talk  to 
' ‘ cure 
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‘ cure  the  difeafe  when  in  the  form  of  inflammation  and  fup- 
‘ puration  upon  the  fecreting  furfaces  of  any  of  the  dudfs  or  out- 
‘ lets  of  the  body  but  from  experience  we  find  the  gonorrhoea, 
which  is  fo  harmlefs  as  to  require  no  medical  help,  ‘ the  moft 
‘ variable  in  its  fymptoms  while  under  a cure,  and  the  moft  un- 
‘ certain  in  the  cure,  of  any  of  the  forms  of  this  difeafe.’  Reader,' 
pray  obferve  how  well  thefe  obfervations  concord  with  the  New 
Opinion  that  ‘ this  complaint  always  cures  itfelf.’  Mr.  Hunter 
is  likewife  unhappily  miftaken  in  his  New  Opinion,  that  we 
have  no  fpecific  for  it;  and  I will  inform  him  that  the  uncer- 
tainty in  curing  it  arifes  from  the  improper  mode  adopted,  as 
well  as  fron\fome  difference  in  different  conftitutions;  and  that 
we  have  a fpecific  which  will,  with  proper  regulations,  cure 
this  difeafe  in  all  cafes  whatever.  The  particulars  at  large  he 
will  find  in  my  Treatife  hereto  annexed.  He,  in  confirmation 
of  his  affertions,  fays  that  fome  cafes  terminate  ‘ in  a week,  while 
‘ others  continue  for  months,  though  under  the  fame  treatment.’ 
To  this  I will  fay,  that  either  the  patients  are,  exclufive  of  the 
gonorrhoea,  poflefled  of  very  bad  habits  of  bodies,  or  the  treat- 
ment muft  not  be  the  beft;  and  this  latter  is  very  commonly 
the  cafe.  Our  profeffor  tells  us,  that  ‘ the  only  thing  necelfary 
* to  be  done  for  the  cure,  is  to  deftroy  the  difpofition  and  fpe- 
‘ cific  mode  of  adiion  in  the  folids  of  the  parts,  and  as  that  is 
‘ changed  the  poifonous  quality  of  the  matter  produced  will  alfo 
‘ be  deftroyed  ; this  is  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  but  not  always  of 
‘ its  confequences.’  This  may,  for  aught  I know,  contain  a 
valuable  fund  of  fcientific  wifdom;  but  I muft  confefs  it  to  be 
infinitely  too  abftrufe  for  my  fhallow  comprehenfion.  Again, 

‘ as  we  have  no  fpecific  for  gonorrhoea,  it  is  fortunate  that  time 
‘ alone  will  effect  a cure;  it  is  therefore  very  reafonable  to  fup- 
‘ pofe  that  every  fuch  inflammation  gets  well  of  its  own  accord.* 
It  is  very  reafonable,  notwithftanding,  for  all  reafonable  beings 
to  proteft  againft  the  fa£f,  and  confidcr  it  as  the  effe£l  of  a 
very  diforderly  imagination.  Farther,  ‘ it  is  worthy  of  con- 
‘ fideration,  whether  medicines  can  be  of  any  fervice  in  this 
‘ form  of  the  difeafe;  I am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  very  feldom 
‘ of  any  kind  of  ufe,  perhaps  not  once  in  ten  cafes  ; butevetv 
‘ this  would  be  of  fome  confequence,  if  we  could  diftinguifti 
‘ the  cafes  where  it  is  of  fervice,  from  thofe  where  it  is  not. 

‘ Upon  this  idea  of  gonorrhoea  curing  itfelf,  I gave  certain ' 
‘ patients  pills  of  bread,  which  were  taken  with  great  reou- 
‘ larity.  The  patients  always  got  well  ; but  fome  of  them  I 
believe  not  fo  foon  as  they  would  have  done,  had  the  arti— 

‘ ficial  methods  of  cure  been  employed.’  Will  any  man  in 
his  fenfes  believe  thefe  affertions  ? Or  can  he  poffibly  conceive 
then)  to  be  really  the  ferious  opinions  of  even  Mr.  Hunter  himfelf  ? 
Are  they  not,  therefore,  dangerous impofitions  on  the  public? 

^ 2 What 


f 3 

What  were  the  motives  that  propagated  fuch  monftrous  and 
abfurd  falfitres?  A vain  defire  of  obtaining  a great  name,  and 
by  the  force  of  fingularity  compel  the  public, to  confider  the 
author  as  the  prime  Apollo  in  his  profeflion:  but,  in  that 
inftance,  I am  of  opinion  that  he  hks  failed  in  obtaining  his 
objcdfjfor  the  public  will  hardly  confider  him  pofleflcd  of  fuch 
perfecSlion  and  infallibility  as  to  induce  them  to  make  a total 
Surrender  of  their  fcnfes.  Notwithftanding  the  very  harmlcfs 
nature  of  the  gonorrhoea,  ‘ requiring  no  fort  of  medical  help,’ 
the  profcffor  has,  and  with  fome  degree  of  unnecelTary  pro- 
lixity, given  us  a profelTed  treatife  on  the  cure  of  a diieafe 
‘ which  in  all  cafes  cures  itfelf/  Let  us  here  examine  whether 
there  is  any  confiftency  between  his  prefent  ideas  of  curing  this 
difeafe  in  thofe  few  inftances  where  he  allows  it  to  be  expedited 
by  ‘ artificial  methods,’  and  his  profefl'ed  new  theory;  for  it 
is  extremely  difficult  for  any  perfon  who  fets  out  on  falfe  prin- 
ciples, to  avoid  entangling  himfelf  in  contradiflions,  and  deny- 
ing in  one  place  the  very  fame  thing  which  he  has  afferted  and' 
ftrongly  fupported  in  another.  And  here  we  find  our  ingenious 
author  to  be  in  that  very  fame  predicament ; it  is,  indeed,  im- 
poffible  for  any  man  who  may  undefignedly  reprefent  things 
as  he  really  finds  them,  to  avoid  telling  us  truths.  Let  any 
man  who  has  no  more  pretenfions  to  a metaphyfical  mode  of 
reafoning  than  what  he  receives  from  the  plain  principled 
of  common  fenfe,  compare  the  new  opinion  that  ‘ gonorr- 
‘ hcea  requires  no  medical  affiftance,  for  in  all  cafes  it  cures 
‘ itfelf,’  with  the  following  paragraph,  which  is  one,  among 
a great  variety  of  others,  which,tends  to  (hew  the  difpofitions 
of  the  profefTor  to  abandon  his  favourite  theory,  and  a<5i  aS 
others  generally  do:  he  fays,  ‘ whatever  methods  are  ufed  fof 
‘ the  cure,  whether  locally  or  conllitutionally,  it  is  always 
‘ neceffary  to  have  in  view  the  poffibility  of  fome  of  the  mat- 
‘ ter  being  abforbed,  and  afterwards  appearing  in  the  form  of 
‘ a lues  venerea  ; to  prevent  which,  I fhould  be  inclined  to 
‘ give  fmall  dofes  of  mercury  internally.’  How  came  the  pro- 
feflbr  to  condefeend  to  receive  and  follow  the  mode  of  practice 
purfued  and  approved  by  the  united  confent  of  all  the  moft  ra- 
tional part  of  the  faculty  ? for  it  is  not  certainly  new  or  peculiar 
to  Mr.  John  Hunter.  And,  indeed,  the  novelties  I have  hi- 
therto been  able  to  difeover  in  his  voluminous  produ£lion, 
are  confined  to  thofe  which  I cannot  confider  in  any  ocher 
light  than  trifling  and  abfurd.  After  the  above  acknow- 
ledgment, that  fmall  dofes  of  mercury  given  internally  may  be 
ufeful,  we  find  the  profelTor  again  retracEfing,  left  the  evidence 
of  his  own  confeffion  ftrould  overthrow  his  New  Opinions.  He 
fays,  ‘ the  firft  thing  to  be  confidered  is,  the  inflammation  it- 
‘ felf,  whether  violent  or  mild,  whether  common  or  irritable ; 
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‘ yet  even  where  this  is  afcertained,  we  have  not  in  all  cafes 
‘ the  cure  in  our  power.’  A very  mortifying  confeflion  in- 
,deed ! But,  for  the  comfort  of  the  afflidled,  1 will  pronounce 
it  to  befalfe,  and  declare,  ‘ whether  the  inflammation  be  mild 
‘ or  ever  fo  violent,’  there  are  but  very  few  irtftances  where  a 
judicious  pra£titioner  can  find  any  difficulty  in  performing  a 
fafe  and  perfect  cure*. 

And,  as  if  this  ridiculous  declaration  was  not  fufficiently  ab- 
furd,  we  are  treated  with  more  of  a fimilar  kind  : ‘ the  conftitu- 
‘ tion  is  to  be  altered,  if  poflible,  by  remedies  adapted  to  eachdif- 
‘ pofition,  with  a view  to  alter  theadlions  of  the  parts,  arifing 
‘ from  fuch  difpofitions,  and  reduce  the  difeafe  to  its  fimple 
‘ form.  Jf  the  conftitution  cannot  be  altered,  nothing  is  to 
‘ be  done  but  to  allow  the  parts  to  tire  themfelves  out  by  a 

* continuance  of  the  fame  action.’  The  plain  Englifli  of  this 
is,  that  when  a patient  is  affedted  with  a violent  inflammation 
in  the  urethra,  the  glands,  as  well  as  the  prepuce,  covered  with 
ulcers,  and  producingaphymofis,aprofufe  virulent  difcharge,and 
the  utmoft  torment  when  he  attempts  to  difeharge  his  watery  we 
are  to  do  nothingbut  to  wait  till  the  parts  tire  themfelves,  and 
all  thofe  violent  complaints  cure  themfelves!!!’  We  are  in- 
formed, that  ‘ when  the  inflammation  has  confiderably  abated, 
‘ (the  parts  having  tired  themfelves!)  the  difeafe  now  only 
‘ remaining  in  a mild  form,  it  may  be  attacked  either  by  in- 
‘ ternal  remedies  or  external  application.  If  it  be  locally 
‘ attacked,  violence  is  ftill  to  be  avoided,  becaufe  it  may 
‘ bring  back  the  irritation.  At  this  period  gentle  aftringents 
‘ may  be  applied  with  a profpedl  of  fuccefs.’  The  prudent 
pradlitioner  will  allow  that  the  application  of  aftringents  muft 
be  made  with  great  caution,  left  he  ftiould,  by  endeavouring 
to  cure  the  difeafed  local  parts,  transfer  the  venereal  poifon 
from  thofe  parts  to  the  general  habit,  and  thereby  give  his  pa- 
tient a confirmed  lues  venerea. 

Our  profefior  has  here  offered  us  a very  curious  queftion  ; 
which,  as  I fhall  be  very  happy  to  oblige  him  whenever  I find 
him  difpofed  to  be  modeft,  1 will  endeavour  to  anfwer.  The 
queftion  is  this  : ‘ If  wc  had  a fpecific  for  venereal  gonorrhoea, 
^ would  that  fpecific  cure  the  irritation  before  the  full  adfion 

* of  the  parts  have  taken  place  ?’  I will  in  this  place  bideavour 
to  do  more  than  barely  anfwer  the  queftion  ; I will  tell  Mr. 
John  Hunter,  that  I think  we  have  a fpecific  for  a venereal  <ro- 
iiorrhtEa,  (in  another  place  I will  tell  him  what  that  is)  and 
that  it  will  cure  the  irritation  by  deftroying  the  virulence  of 
the  venereal  poifon  which  caufes  that  irritation  ; for  I am  ftill 
of  opinion  that  the  eftedt  muft  ceafe  when  the  caufe  is  removed. 

• Sec  the  manner  in  ftiy  Treijtife  annexed. 

We 
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We  ai«e  now  arrived  to  our  author’s 

‘ DIFFERENT  MODES  OF  PRACTfCE-EVACU- 
‘ ANTS— ASTRINGENTS.’ 

I 

Our  author  here  prefents  us  with  the  important  information 
that  ‘ the  remedies  commonly  recommended  in  a gonorrhoea 
‘ are  of  two  kinds,  internal  and  local.  The  former  may  be 
‘ divided  into  evacuants  and  aftringents.  The  evacuants  are 
‘ principally  of  the  purgative  or  diuretic  kind,  without  being 
‘ confined  by  any  particular  medicines  of  thcfe  clafles,  every 
‘ praftitioncr  thinking  his  own  the  befl.  Some  ufe  mercurial 
‘ evacuants,  whilft  others  carefully  aovid  mercury  in  every 
‘ form.’  I will  repeat  to  Mr.  Hunter  a truth  which  I am  fure  he 
knows,  which  is  very  eafily  proved  by  his  own  words — that 
thofe  who  never  ufe  mercury  in  any  form  are  not  fo  fuccefsful 
in  pra61ice  as  thofe  who  do.  He  adds,  that  ‘ the  neutral  falts 
‘ have  been  given  from  the  idea  of  their  being  cooling.  Some 

* of  the  profeflion  kept  chiefly  to  diuretics,  perhaps  with  two 
‘ views,  as  evacuants  adling  on  the  urinary  pafTages,  mecha- 
‘ nically  to  wafli  off  the  venereal  matter,  or  as  fpecifics  for  the 

* latter  purpofe  ; nitre  has  been  given  with  this  view  ; befides 
‘ it  has  been  fuppofed  to  lefl'en  inflamrtiation,  but  its  power  in 
‘ this  way  I very  much  doubt.’  He  fhould  have  given  us 
fome  reafon  for  his  doubt ; but  he  had  it  not.  He  was  obliged,, 
at  all  events,  to  fupport  his  New  Opinions,  which  could  only 
be  done  by  protefting  againft  the  opinions  of  all  other  rpen; 
and  this  I would  have  very  readily  allowed  him  to  have  done, 
if  he  had  favoured  us  with  more  ufeful  opinions  ; but  this, 
unfortunately  for  his  reputation,  is  not  the  cafe;  and  truth, 
of  equal  force  with  any  in  Euclid,  will  bear  teftimony,  that 
the  very  beft  opinions  in  all  his  ftupendous  volume  are  thofe 
which  have  been  long  eftabliflied  by  the  united  confent  of  all 
medical  praflitioners.  Tl  he  profefl'or  allows,  that  ‘ keeping  the 
^ body  open  is  proper  and  yet  he  adds,  ‘ but  what  idea  can 

* we  form  of  an  irritation  produced  all  along  the  inteflinal 
‘ canal,  curing  a fpecific  inflammation  in  the  urethra  ; yet  there 
‘ are  cafes  where  a brifk  purge  has  been  o(  fervice,  and  even' 

* in  fome  has  performed  a cure;  but  I fufpedl  that,  in  fuch 
‘ cafes,  the  difeafe  was  continued  by  habit  only,  and  that 
‘ this  pradlice  therefore  would  not  have  fucceeded  in  the  begin- 
‘ ning  of  the  fame  difeafe.’  Here  w'e  are  amufed  with  dif- 
cafes  which  are  continued  by  habits  ; and  that  what  is  an  an- 
tidote at  one  time  is  not  fo  at  another  in  the  fame  difeafes; 
and,  as  a proof  of  the  fa£ts,  we  are  prefented  with  one  of  the 
profelTor’s  important  ftories,  ‘ A gentleman  had  a gonorrhoea. 


1 
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* all  the  fymptoms  of  which  continued  for  two  months,  and 

* by  talcing  at  once  ten  grains  of  calomel,  which  purged  hira 
‘ molt  violently,  he  was  almoft  immediately  cured.  The  ca- 
‘ lomel  could  not  have  adted  fpecifically,  but  by  a kind  of  de- 
‘ rivation,  that  is,  an  irritation  produced  in  one  part  curing 

* one  that  fubfifted  in  another.’  This  is  a very  deep  metaphy- 
fical  mode  of  reafoning ; but  neverthelefs  I am  of  opinion, 
that  little  advantage  to  the  practitioner  will  be  found  to  derive 
from  it.  Men,  perhaps  of  equal  fame  with  Mr.  John  Hun- 
ter, have  acquainted  the  world,  that  the  good  efFeCts  attending 
the  exhibition  of  mercury  in  venereal  difeafes,  do  not  arife  from 
its  power  as  a fenfible  evacuant,  but  from  a fpecific  power  of 
aCting  on  and  deftroying  the  virus  or  poifonous  quality  of 
thofe  difeafes  ; and  that  bleeding,  purging,  and  fweating,  to 
any  degree,  are  all  ineffectual  in  curing  thofe  difeafes  without 
the  afliltance  of  that  mineral.  If  Mr.  Hunter  is  really  of  opi- 
nion that  the  above  gentleman  was  not  cured  by  any  fpecific 
virtue  contained  in  the  calomel,  but  that  the  good  elf'eCl  arofe 
entirely  from  its  purgative  quality,  1 would  advife  him  in  fu- 
ture to  give  his  patients  (if  they  require  any  thing  more  than 
bread  pills)  forty  or  fifty  grains  of  the  powder  of  jalap,  which 
will  purge  them  as  well  or  better  than  calomel  : but  he  will 
find  a very  different  effeCf  ; indeed  it  is  notorious,  that  men  of 
the  greateft  profeffional  merit  have  long  laid  it  down  as  an  in- 
variable rule,  that  violent  purging,  or  other  fenfible  evacua- 
tion, even  when  mercury  is  employed  for  that  purpofe,  is  at- 
tended with  lefs  benefit  to  the  patient,  than  when  that  mineral 
is  employed  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  aCf  as  an  alterative:  and 
this  faCl  I believe  is  too  well  eftablifhed  with  medical  men 
for  all  the  fophiftry  contained  in  Mr.  Hunter’s  great  production 
ever  to  remove  it. 

Our  author,  to  keep  up  the  farce,  and  fwell  his  book,  (for 
every  body  expeCts  a large  one  for  a guinea)  repeats  that  he 
‘ doubts  very  much  of  mercury  having  any  fpecific  virtue  in 
‘ this  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  for  I find  that  it  is  as  foon  cured 
‘ without  mercury  as  with  it.’  I will  defy  the  profeflbr  to 
prove  this  to  be  a real  faCt  ; and  I will  give  him  a very  fair 
opportunity  to  put  it  to  a trial,  and  I challenge  him  to  accept  it. 
He  fhall  chufe  two  men,  as  nearly  as  can  be,  equally  aft'eCfed 
with  a venereal  gonorrhoea  ; fiejfhall  take  one,  and  treat  him  ax 
he  pleafes,  but  without  mercury  in  any  form  ; and  let  me  have 
the  other,  and  1 will  treat  him  with  mercury,  but  without 
doing  him  the  leaft  poffible  imaginary  harm  j and  I will  lay  the 
profeflbr  the  price  of  his  book,  that  I will  cure  my  patient  in 
lefs  time,  with  more  eafe  to^himfelf  and  perfeCf  everlafting  fe- 
curity  againft  future  fuffering,  than  he  can  do  with  his  pa»ient 

without 
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Virlthout  ufing  mercury.  This  is  a fair  challenge  • and  whichj 
if  the  profeflbr  does  not  accept,  will  forbid  him  to  make  the 
following  unqualified  declarations  in  a future  edition  of  his 
guinea  book.  ‘ So  little  eflfedl,  indeed,  has  this  medicine  upon 
‘ a gonorrhoea,  that  I have  known  a gonorrhoea  take  place  | 
‘ while  under  a courfe  of  mercury  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  a " 
‘ dhancre.  Men  havealfo  been  known  tocontradl  a gonorrhoea  j 
‘ when  Joaded  with  mercury,  for  the  cure  of  a lues  venerea  j 
‘ the  gonorrhoea  neverthelefs  has  been  as  difficult  of  cure  as  in  j 
‘ ordinary  cafes.’  How,  came  the  profelTor  to  make  this  con-  | 
feffion,  and  forget  that  it  unavoidably  overthrows  one  of  his  ■ 
favouiite  New  Opinions,  viz.  that  no  two  difeafes  can  exift  at  ' 
the  fame  time  in  the  fame  perfon  j and  that  a perfon  affefted  , 
with  the  lues  cannot  contrail  a gonorrhc£a,  or  the  application 
of  freflt  venereal  matter  cannot  increafe  that  which  he  might  pre- 
vioufly  have  had  .?  'I'his  confeffion,  fo  fatal  to  fome  of  our  au- 
thor’s New  Opinions,  unfortunately  proves  nothing  for  him  in  ; 
the  very  inftance  in  fupport  of  which  it  was  produced  ; for  I 
believe  few  men  will  fuppofe  that  the  conftitution  can  ever  be 
fo  loaded  with  mercury  as  to  render  the  local  parts  incapable  of 
being  aftcdled  by  frefti  venereal  poifonous  matter  being  imme- 
diately  applied  to  them  : but  I will  acquaint  Mr.  Hunter,  that 
there  are  mercurial  medicines  which,  if  quickly  applied  to 
thofe  parts,  will  deftroy  the  virus  of  that  matter,  and  make 
the  cure  both  eafy  and  expeditious. 

Our  author  further  informs  us,  that  ‘ aftringents,  although 

* often  given,  yet  have  always  been  condemned  by  thofe  who 
‘ have  called  themfelves  judicious  and  regular  pradlitioners  ; be- 
‘ caufe,  according  to  them,  there  is  fomething  to  be  carried  off, 

* and  if  that  is  not  carried  off  a lues  venerea  is  to  be  the  con- 
‘ fequence.  This  reafoning  is  not  juft.’  With  all  due  deference 
to  Mr.  John  Hunter,  I will  fay  that  it  is  perfedfly  juft  ; for 
although  the  dobtrine  of  carrying  off  a morbid  matter  is  a lan- 
guage i have  never  been  able  to  underftand,  I will  maintain 
that  the  venereal  matter  muft  be  fo  altered,  that  its  poifon  be 
deftroyed  before  aftringents  are  ufed,  or  a venereal  lues  will 
be  the  very  probable  confequence.  And  I fincerely  hope  that 
all  medical  men,  poffeffed  of  that  honour  as  to  wifh  to  render 
fervices  to  their  patients,  will  admit  the  faft,  and  govern  their 
practice  accordingly.  As  to  thofe  who  may  prefer  Mr.  Hunter’s 
method  in  adminiftering  bread  pills,  I will  leave  to  be  treated 
by  their  unfortunate  patients  in  the  manner  which  they  think 
they  may  beft  deferve. 
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We  are  now  come  to  our  author’s  fe<3Ion  which  treats 

‘ OFLOCAL  APPUCATIONS— DIFFERENT  KINDS 
‘OFINJECTIONS— IRRITA  riNG— SEDATIVE— 
‘EMOLLIENT— ASTRINGENT.’ 

Left  the  reader’s  memory  ftiould  fail  him,  he  is  here  again 
reminded,  that  ‘ every  venereal  inflammation  getting  well  dur- 
‘ ing  the  ul'e  of  dift'erent  inje£tions,  which  was  obferved  to 
‘ happen  when  internal  medicines  were  given,  are  ftrong  cor- 
‘ roborating  circumftances  in  favour  of  the  opinion,  that  every 
‘ fuch  complaint  will  in  time  cure  itfelf.  Many  injedlions 
‘ immediately,  or  at  leaft  foon  after  their  application,  remove 
‘ the  fymptoms  and  prevent  the 'formation  of  matter,  which 
‘ has  given  rife  to  the  notion  of  their  fliutting  up  the  difeafe 
‘ and  driving  it  into  the  conftitution  ; But  this  fuppofed  mode 
‘ of  producing  a conftitutional  complaint  is  the  reverfe  of 
‘ what  really  happens  j for  I have  already  endeavoured  to 
‘ prove,  that  matter  is  the  only  fubftance  in  which  the  poifon 
‘ is  contained.’  Here  the  profefTor  has  laboured  hard  to  prove 
what  no  man,  I believe,  ever  denied  : but  I cannot  agree  with 
him,  that  no  fort  of  injection  can  drive  that  matter  into  the  con- 
ftitution, and  become  by  that  means  the  caufe  of  giving  the 
patient  a lues  venerea  ; but  I will  alTert  to  be  true,  what  the 
profeflTor  denies,  that  we  have  injections  of  that  kind  as  to  be 
real  fpecifics  for  the  venereal  poifon  in  a gonorrhoea,  and  thofe 
may  be  immediately  applied  without  any  danger  of  poxing  the 
patient;  and  fuch  only  are  thofe  which  partake  of  mercury, 
which  is,  contrary  to  Mr.  Hunter’s  aflertions,  a fpecific  in  this 
as  well  as  every  other  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe;  and  no 
aftringent  injections  fhould  ever  be  applied  as  long  as  there 
remains  any  poffibility  of  the  continuance  of  the  venereal  virus. 
Our  author  adds,  that  ‘ if  we  are  able  to  ftop  the  difcharge  of 
‘ matter,  there  can  be  no  room  for  abforption.’  This  faCt  is 
contradicted,  and  proved  to  be  falfe,  by  a thoufand  inftances  of 
faturnine  and  fuch  aftringent  injeCtions  flopping  the  running 
and  poxing  the  patient. 

We  are  now  advancing  faft  to  the  mode  of  praCtice  recom- 
mended by  the  profeflbr  for  the  cure  of  the  feveral  degrets, 
lormsand  fymptoms,  of  the  venereal  difeafe;  and  herewefind  very 
ftrong  fy  mptoms  of  his  being  difpofed  to  abandon  his  new  theory 
and  peculiar  opinions,  andcondefcend  toaCt,  in  fomemeafure,  like 
other  men.  This  is  a meafure  of  abfolute  neceflity  ; for  hav- 
ing, as  I have  before  obferved,  in  not  a Angle  inftance  made  any 
new  difcovery  that  can  be  confidered  of  the  leaft  utility  in 
practice,  he  was  obliged  to  ftate  the  opinions  and  mode  of 
practice  which  have  long  been  recommended  by  other  practical 

E writers  j 
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writers  ; who,  by  the  bye,  may  have  a right  to  complain  of  be- 
ing ufed  ill  by  the  profefTor,  as  he  has  not  mentioned  the 
names  of  thofe  writers  or  pradtitioners  with  whom  he  has  made 
fo  free  : but  the  contents  of  the  ftupendous  volume  were  pre- 
fentcd  to  the  world  as  his  own  wonderful  and  valuable 
difcoveries!  Although  our  profeflbr,  in  many  inftances,  cannot 
help  giving  us  fuch  pra£lical  rules  which  may  be  confidered  as 
the  invention  of  others  more  than  himfelf,  we  are  frequently 
reminded  not  to  forget  his  New  Opinions  ; as  will  appear  from 
the  following  paragraphs  under  the  head 

‘ OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  SWELLED 

‘ TESTICLE. 

‘ When  the  tefticle  fympathifes  either  with  the  urethra  or 
‘ bladder,  and  inflames,  1 believe  that  reft  is  the  beft  remedy.’ 
The  profeflbr,  now  taking  it  for  granted  that  his  reader  is  perfedl- 
ly  reconciled  to  his  New  Opinion,  that  a tefticle  cannot  poflibly 
fwell  and  inflame  from  any  other  caufc  than  his  favourite  Sympa- 
thy, tells  him  that,  ‘ as  I do  not  look  upon  the  fwellingof  the 
‘ tefticle  to  be  venereal,  mercurials  can  be  of  no  fervice  in 
‘ thefe  cafeswhenina  ftate  of  inflammation,  but  are  ufeful 
‘ when  the  inflammation  is  gone,  and  the  induration  only  re- 
‘ mains.’  This  favours  of  that  kind  of  novel  dodlrine,  againft 
which  I am  obliged  to  proteft,  and  declare,  that  after  bleed- 
ing, which  is  in  almoft  every  cafe  of  this  kind  of  the  utmoft 
fervice,  repeated  dofes  of  calomel,  and  followed  with  brifk 
faline  purges,  are  attended  with  the  quickeft  and  moft  happy 
eftedls,  provided  the  fwelling  arifes  from  a recent,  or  (as  my 
author  calls  it)  healthy  inflammation,  without  any  appear- 
ance of  a putrid  habit  of  body,  which  muft  require  a different 
treatment,  although  in  this  cafe  the  application  of  mercury 
in  fome  degree  is  not  without  its  ufe.  We  are  further  in- 
formed, that  ‘ vomits  have  been  recommended  in  fuch  cafes, 
‘ and  are  fometimes  of  fervice.  I have  known  a vomit  act 
‘ like  a charm  ; however,  this  is  not  a conftant  effe£t.  The 
‘ effedls  of  the  vomit  moft  probably  arife  from  fympathy  bc- 
‘ tween  the  ftomach  and  the  tefticle.’  I am  really  tired  with 
this  nonfenfe  ; and  ftiall  hereafter,  if  poflible,  avoid  giving  my 
reader  any  more  trouble  on  the  ridiculous  fubje£l.  1 wifli 
here  to  alk  the  profeflbr  a plain  queftion,  viz.  it  the  ftomach 
was  to  receive  poifon,  would  that  circumftance  be  immediately 
attended  with  fwelled  tefticles  I am  of  opinion  that  the  fym- 
pathy would  be  found  to  prevail  no  more  between  thofe  two 
parts  than  between  any  other  different  parts  Of  the  body  ; and 
the  author’s  New  Opinion  would  be  left  unfupported.  He 
farther  tells  us,  that  ‘ opiates  are  of  fervice,  as  they  are  in  moft 
2 * irritations 
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* irritations  of  thofe  parts.’  Opiates  are  of  no  more  fervice  In 
irritations  of  thofe  parts  than  they  are  in  thofe  of  any  other 
parts.  Mr.  Hunter  adds,  ‘ when  fuch  fwellings  fuppu- 
‘ rate,  which  they  feldom  do,  they  require  only  to  be  healed 
‘ as  common  fuppurations,  and  mercury  need  not  be  ufed.’ 
Was  the  profeflbr  lefs  difpofed  to  overthrow  the  opinions  and 
pradiice  of  other  men,  than  to  build  a fyftem  of  his  own,  fup- 
ported  only  by  a flimfy  and  ufelefs  fingularity,  he  would  have 
acknowledged,  that  in  fuch  kind  of  fuppurations,  mercury  in 
nineteen  cafes  out  of  twenty  is  not  only  of  ufe,  but  abfo- 
lutely  necelTary.  ‘ In  the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe,’  fays  our 
author,  ‘ I obferved,  and  indeed  it  has  been  obferved  by 
‘ others,  that  when  a fwelling  came  upon  the  tefticle  in  con- 
‘ fequenceof  a gonorrhcea,  the  running  flopped  ; or  when  the 
‘ running  flopped,  the  teflicle  fwelled  : but  which  was  the 
‘ caufe,  or  which  was  the  eftedf,  has  not  yet  been  afcer- 
‘ tained.  It  has  alfo  been  obferved  that  when  the  running 
‘ returned,  the  teflicle  ftiewed  the  firft  fymptoms  of  recovery  ; 
‘ fo  that  by  the  teflicle  lofing  its  fyinpathifing  adlion,  the 
‘ adlion  was  reftored  to  the  urethra  : and  here  alfo  it  has  not 
‘ been  afcertained  which  is  the  caufe  and  which  is  the  effedl.’ 
I have  a better  opinion  of  the  profeflbr’s  abilities,  than  to 
fuppofe  that  he  really  is  not  able  to  determine  this  queflion  ; 
but  he  mufl  be  aware  that  if  the  action  of  the  venereal  matter 
is  allowed  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fwelling  of  the  teflicles,  then 
his  favourite  theory  of  Sympathy  neceflarily  falls  to  the  ground  j 
and  this  he  has  determined  to  fupport  at  the  expence  of  facri- 
ficing  the  plainefl  didlates  of  common  fenfe. 

Mr.  Bromfield’s  idea  of  curing  a fwelling  and  inflammation 
in  the  tefles,  by  caufing  a frefli  irritation  in  the  urethra,  and 
thereby  produce  a frefh  running,  is  not  fupported  by  any, prin- 
ciple of  found  reafoning. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  part  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  book  which 
treats  of  a great  variety  of  things,  divided  and  fubdivided  into  a 
variety  of  chapters,  fecflions,  and  divifions  of  fedlions.  It  may 
here  be  neceflary  to  inform  my  reader,  that  the  principal  objeifls 
which  I had  in  view  when  I began  this  undertaking,  were  to  ex- 
amine with  candour,  but  with  jufl  feverity,  thefcNew  Opinions, 
which  I confidered  in  fome  degree  liable  to  produce  dangerous  er- 
rors in  practice ; and  as  the  author’s  rank  and  fame  might  pro- 
bably have  fuch  influence  on  the  minds  of  fome  men,  as  to 
compel  them  to  pay  too  much  obedience  to  thofe  opinions,  I 
wiflied  to  warn  thofe  men  from  the  danger  they  were  likely  to 
be  expofed  to;  that  there  are  fuch  men  is  mofl  certain,  for  I 
have  been  informed  by  gentlemen  profelTing  phyfic,  and  in 
every  other  refpeft  pofleffing  good  lenfe,  that  Mr.  Hunter’s 
treatife  had  great  merit,  and  was  a valuable  acquifition  to  the 
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fbiences  of  phyi^c  and  furgery  ; but  furcly  they  had  not  read  the 
work,  or  their  ideas  were  ftrangely  perverted  by  their  ill- 
founded  opinions  of  the  author’s  profeflional  abilities.  Such 
being  really  my  motives  for  undertaking  this  criticifm,  I muft 
here  juft  inform  my  reader  that  I (hall  pafs  over  a great 
number  of  cafes,  and  all  matter  which  may  appear  to  contain 
nothing  remarkable,  and  introduce  thofe  parts  only  which 
may  have  novelty  to  recommend  them  to  the  reader’s  notice.  I 
believe  we  fhall  find  fomc  things  of  this  defcription  under  the 
fcction  which  treats 

‘ OF  A GLEET. 

‘ Whatever  method,’  fays  Mr.  Hunter,  ‘ has  been  ufed  in 

* the  cure  of  the  venereal  inflammation,  whether  injedlions, 
‘ or  internal  medicines,  mercurials,  purgatives,  or  afiringents, 
‘ it  often  happens  that  the  formation  of  pus  ftiall  continue 
‘ and  prove  more  tedious  and  difficult  of  cure,  than  the  ori- 
‘ ginal  difeafe  ; for,  as  I have  already  obferved,  the  venereal 
‘ inflammation  is  of  fuch  a nature  as  to  go  oft'  of  itfelf,  or  to 
‘ wear  itfelf  out ; or,  in  other  words,  it  is  fuch  an  adlion  of 
‘ the  living  powers  as  can  fubfift  only  for  a certain  time. 
‘ But  this  is  not  the  cafe  in  a gleet,  which  feems  to  take  its 
‘ rife  from  a habit  of  adtion,  which  the  parts  have  contradled ; 
‘ and  as  they  have  no  difpofition  to  lay  afide  this  adfion,  it  of 

* courfe  is  continued;  for  we  find  in  thofe  gonorrhoeas  which 

* laft  long,  or  are  tedious  in  their  cure,  that  this  habit  is  more 
‘ rooted  than  in  thofe  which  go  oft'  foon.’  This  contains 
fomething  of  novelty;  but  I fear  no  deduction  that  can  be 
drawn  from  it  can  afford  us  any  ufeful  information.  Forma- 
tion of  pus,  I believe,  whatever  may  happen  in  the  beginning 
of  a gonorrhoea,  very  feldom  continues  after  it  Is  cuied.  But 
the  fadt  is,  whenever  we  fee  a difehatge  of  matter  from  the 
urethra  refembling  pus,  the  venereal  poifon  is  not  deftroyed, 
and  thereforethe  gonorrhoea  remains  uncured.  This  (hould  not 
be  called  a gleet,  which  in  reality  is  nothing  more  than  an  in- 
creafed  fecretion  depending  on  the  relaxed  or  debilitated  ftate  of 
the  parts.  As  to  venereal  inflammation  going  off  of  itfelf,  it 
inu(l  be  granted  that  all  and  every  kind  of  inflammation  muft, 
in  a moderate  time,  terminate  either  by  refolution,  fuppuration, 
or  mortification;  but  this  is  no  proof  of  a gonorrhoea  curing 
itfelf.  Inflammations  in  common,  at  their  commencement,  are 
the  elTedts  of  a fupernatural  degree  of  animal  power,  which 
will  in  time  cure  itfelf.  Every  body  knows  abftinence  will 
often  cure  an  inflammatory  fever,  the  eftiedt  of  debauchery  ; 
all  difeafes  which  are  the  eft'edls  of  too  great  a degree  of  the 
animal  powers  are  much  eafier  cured  than  thofe  which  arife 
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from  thofe  powers  having  been  reduced  below  their  natural 
healthy  ftandard.  A venereal  inflammation  therefore,  on  the 
fame  principle,  muft  be  lefs  tedious  and  lefs  difficult  to  cure 
than  a gleet,  which,  as  it  is  the  effedf  of  a reduced  and  im- 
poverifned  conftitution,  cannot  be  cured  until  that  is  reftored 
to  its  former  ftandard  of  health;  this,  in  many  cafes,  is  found 
to  be  a very  difficult  tafk.  Our  author  allows  that  a gleet  ‘ is 
‘ not  always  difpofed  to  go  on,  for  it  often  happens  to  ftop  of 
‘ itfelf,  after  every  method  has  been  ineft'edlualiy  ufed.  It  is 
‘ moft  probable  that  this;  arifes  from  fome  accidental  change 
‘ in  the  conftitution.’  That  changeprobably  was  nothingmore 
than  an  incrcafe  of  ftrength,  which  compleated  the  general 
health  of  the  patient.  ‘ 1 have  fufpedted,’  adds  our  profeftbr, 

‘ that  there  was  fomething  of  a fcrofulous  action  in  fomc 
‘ gleets and  as  a confirmation  of  this  difcovery,  he  obferves, 
that  ‘ we  find  that  a cold  falling  on  the  eyes  produces  a fcro- 
‘ fulous  wealcnefs  in  thofe  parts,  with  a confiderable  dif- 
‘ charge.’  We  oftener  find  a cold  produce  inflammation  in  the 
eyes,  with  a difcharge,  v/hich  are  the  natural  effedls  of  ob- 
ftrudtion  in  the  exhaling,  abforbent,  and  other  minute  veflels,  as 
well  as  the  fecretory  organs  of  thofe  parts.  They  are  very 
common  complaints,  but  feldom  give  us  any  idea  of  fcrofula. 
Mr.  Hunter  acknowledges,  that  ‘ fea  bathing  is  ferviceable  in 
‘ gleets.’  How  does  it  operate?  Perhaps  only  by  bracing  and 
invigorating  the  conftituent  parts  of  the  body,  and  thereby  in- 
creafe  the  powers  of  life.  Our  profeflbr  adds,  ‘ a gleet  is 
‘ generally  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a weaknefs  ; this  certainly 
‘ gives  u?  no  idea  of  the'difeafe,  and  indeed  there  is  none 
‘ which  can  be  annexed  to  the  expreffion.’  This  is  another 
New  Opinion  of  the  profeftbr;  no  idea  can  be  annexed  to  the 
word  Weaknefs  ! I wifh  he  would  inform  us  what  idea  he 
would  wifh  us  to  annex  to  his  ‘ fcrofulous  weaknefs  of  the  eyes.’ 
He  farther  informs  us,  that,  ‘ upon  this  idea  of  weaknefs  de- 
‘ pended  in  a great  meafure  the  method  of  cure;  but  we  fliall 
‘ find  that  the  treatment  founded  on  this  idea  is  fo  far  from 
‘ anfwering  in  all  cafes,  that  it  often  does  harm,  and  a con- 
‘ trary  pradtice  is  fuccefsful.’  Here  I muft  confefs  that  I am 
not  able  to  annex  any  rational  idea  to  the  profeftor’s  language; 
he  fhould  have  been  more  explicit,  and  informed  us  what  were 
the  nature  of  thofe  gleets  where  one  mode  of  treatment  failed 
and  an  oppofite  one  fucceeded.  As  he  has  not  done  fo,  we  are 
ftill  at  liberty  to  believe  that  fuch  gleets  as  are  unattended  with 
venereal  virus,  or  any  difeafes  of  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  are 
merely  the  efte£ls  of  relaxation  confeqiient  to  a former  in- 
jury, are  beft  treated  with  corroborating  medicines  ; and 
thofe  only  which  are  attended  with  a degree  of  a venereal  poi- 
fbn,  (and  thefe  I believe  to  be  by  far  the  moft  common)  or  lome 
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of  the  fore-mentioned  complaints,  require  a different  kind  of 
treatment.  Our  author  farther  acquaints  us,  that  he,  ‘ fuf- 
‘ pefts  that  a gleet  arifesfrom  the  furfaceof  the  urethra  only,  and 
‘ not  from  the  glands  ; for  I haveobferved,  in  feveral  inftances, 

‘ that  when  the  paffages  has  juft  been  cleared  either  by  the 

* difeharge  of  urine,  or  by  the  ufe  of  injedion,  alafeivious  idea 
‘ has  caufed  the  natural  flime  to  flow  very  pure,  which  I alfo 
‘ fuppofe  would  not  have  happened  if  the  parts  fecreting  the 

* liquor  had  aflifted  in  forming  the  gleet.’  Here  we  are  enter- 
tained with  a very  curious  mode  of  reafoning  ! A gleet,  which 
very  commonly  produces  a very  copious  difeharge,  ‘ arifes 
‘ from  the  furface  of  the  urethra  only,’  without  the  afTiftance 
of  glands  or  any  other  parts  of  the  body  ! This  is  worthy  of 
attention,  as  it  not  only  introduces  a new  dodfrine  in  ana- 
tomy, but  alfo,  if  true,  proves  that  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  and 
all  the  tribe  of  ancient  and  modern  philofophers,  were  fools  : 
and  it  was  left  to  Mr.  John  Hunter,  to  prove  to  the  public,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-fix,  that  effedts 
may  and  do  take  place  without  caufes  ! This  Goliah  in  the 
medical  world  informs  us,  that  ‘ a gleet  is  fuppufed  to  be  an 
‘ attendant  upon  what  we  call  a relaxed  conftitution  ; but  I 
‘ can  hardly  fay  that  I have  obferved  this  to  be  the  cafe;  at 
‘ leaft  I have  feen  inftances,  where  Ifhould  have  expedted  fuch 
‘ a termination  of  a gonorrhoea  if  this  had  been  the  general 

‘ caufe,  but  did  not  find  it  fo  ; and  1 have  feen  it  in  ftrong  • 
‘ conftitutions.’  When  it  has  been  found  to  attend  a ftrong, 
healthy  conftitution,  not  troubled  with  any  other  local  difeafe 
of  thofe  parts,  itmuft  have  appeared  in  ninety-nine  cafes  out  of 
a hundred  to  depend  on  fome  degree  of  venereal  virus,  errone- 
oufly  fuppofed  to  have  been  deftroyed.  This  fadl  feems  to 
have  the  afl'ent  of  Mr.  Hunter  himfelf;  who,  notwithftanding 
his  fondnefs  for  new  opinions  and  fingularities,  cannot  help 
fometimes  reprefenting  things  as  they  really  are.  The  follow- 
ing obfervations,  I think,  will  (hew  thisfadt  in  a proper  light  : 

‘ whatever  method  of  cure  is  followed,  it  will  probably  be  a 
‘ continuation  of  that  which  was  put  in  pradlice  towards  the 
‘ latter  end  of  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea.’  What  that  method 
Ihould  be,  Mr.  Hunter  has  not  thought  proper  to  give  us  any 
information  of ; but  I prefume  it  mull  be  fomething  of  more  ef- 
ficacy than  bread  pills.  Here  we  have  an  inftance,  among  a 
thoufand  others,  which  proves  that  thofe  truths,  which  are  the 
refult  of  rational  pradlice  and  long  experience,  were  but  little 
confidered  by  our  author  when  he  was  employed  in  writing  his 
treatife  j and  that  his  governing  principles  were  vanity  and  a 
contemptible  love  for  novelty. 


We 


[ 35  1 

I 

We  are  now  come  to  the  profeffor’s 
* CONSTITUTIONAL  METHOD  OF  CURE.* 

A conftitutional  method  of  curing  a complaint  which  is  en- 
tir'ely  confined  to  ‘ the  furface  of  the  urethra  !’  Surely  the  in- 
genious author  bad  but  little  regard  for  his  readers  time,  or  he 
would  not  have  employed  it  in  fuch  a ufelefs  purfuit  as  reading 
atreatife  on  the  method  of  curing  a difeafe  which  he  has  juft 
before  told  us  can  never  happen.  But  by  that  time,  perhaps,  our 
author  was  aware  that  book-making  was  a difficult  trade  j and 
that  the  public  are  fo  ftupid  as  to  expe£t  the  fize  of  the  book 
fhould  bear  an  equal  proportion  to  the  price  of  it  j and  that  a 
large  book  muftbe  more  efteemed  than  a fmall  one,  abftra£led 
from  every  confideration  relative  to  the  merits  of  their  refpe£tive 
contents,  ‘ Medicines,’  fays  the  profelTor,  ‘ when  taken  into 
‘ the  conftitution  with  a view  to  the  cure  of  gleet,  may  be  fup- 

* pofed  to  a£l:  in  three  ways,  as  fpecifics,  ftrengtheners,  and 
‘ aftringents.’  Here  we  have  a very  ufelefs  and  unmeaning  di- 
vifion  ; aftringents  in  general  are  ftrengtheners,  and  vice  verfa, 
‘ the  fpecific  power  of  internal  medicines  upon  thofe  parts  is  not 
‘ very  great ; however,  we  find  that  fome  of  them,  fuch  as  the 

* baliams,  turpentines,  cantharides,  &c.  are  of  ufe,  efpeci- 
‘ ally  in  flight  cafes.  I have  known  cafes  where  the  gleet  has 
‘ difappeared  almoft  immediately  upon  taking  the  balfam  capivi, 
‘ and  returned  upon  leaving  it  oft' ; and  I have  alfo  feen  where 
‘ that  medicine  has  kept  it  off  for  more  than  a month,  and  yet 

* it  has  recurred  immediately  upon  laying  it  afide,  flopped 
‘ again  as  quickly  upon  having  recourfe  to  it.  In  fuch  cafes 
‘ the  other  methods  of  cure  fhould  be  tried,  The  balfams 
‘ may  either  be  given  alone,  or  mixed  with  other  fubftances  fo 
‘ as  to  make  them  lefs  difagreeable,’  If  thefe  curious  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  cure  of  a conftitutional  gleet  can  afford  to  the 
reader  either  pleafure  or  edification,  I ftiall  be  happy  : but  I 
muft  confefs  1 have  received  but  little  information  from  the 
trouble  I have  taken  in  reading  and  tranfcribing  them  j and 
yet  they  are  the  very  prime  parts  fcledfed  from  a large  mafs  of 
matter. 

Our  profefTor  proceeds  with  obferving,  that  ‘ the  cre- 
‘ neral  ftrengtheners  of  the  habit  need  only  be  given  when  the 

* parts  act  merely  as  parts  of  that  habit,  and  by  difpofing  the 
‘ whole  to  a£t  properly,  thofe  parts  are  alfo  difpofed  to  adl  in 

* the  fame  way  fuch  are  the  cold  bath,  fea-bathing,  the  bark, 

* fteel,  ^c,’  I hefe  arc  in  certain  cafes  very  good  medicines  ; 
but  I muft  leave  the  time  and  manner  of  ufing  them  as  ftated 
by  the  profefTor  to  be  confidered  by  my  reader,  and  declare  that 
I am  totally  unable  tq  underftan4  them. 


We 


I 


f 36  ] 

We  have  now  done  with  the  conftitutional  and  are  arrived 
at  the 

‘ LOCAL  METHOD  OF  CURE/ 

I think  our  author  has  here  inverted  the  order  of  things,  by 
making  the  local  the  fecond  mode  of  curing  the  gleet;  but,  as 
I never  intended  to  difpute  with  him  about  trifles,  I fhall  fay 
no  more  on  that  fubjedi ; but  proceed  to  examine  whether  he 
has  in  this  fedfion  made  his  readers  any  amends  for  the  trouble 
they  have  had  in  reading  the  preceding  very  uninterefting 
one.  ‘ The  fecond  mode  of  cure,’  fays  our  author,  ‘ is  by 
‘ local  applications  ; thefe  may  be  divided  into  four,  which 
‘ are,  fpecifics,  aftringents,  irritating  medicines,  and  fuch  as 
‘ adf  by  derivation.  The  fpecifics  applied  locally,  we  may 

* reafonably  fuppofc,  will  have  greater  efi'edls  than  given  in- 
‘ ternally,  becaufe  they  may  be  applied  ftronger  than  can 

* fafely  be  thrown  into  the  conftitution  ; and  I think  1 have 
‘ had  experience  of  this.’  Not-withftanding  his  experience, 
he  has  not  Informed  his  readers  what  thofe  fpecifies  were  to 
be.  ‘ The  aftringents,’  he  adds,  ‘ commonly  uled  are,  the 
‘ decodtion  of  the  bark,  white  vitriol,  alum,  and  preparations 
‘ of  lead.  'The  aqua  vitriolica  coerulea  of  the  London  difpen- 
‘ fatory,  diluted  with  eight  times  its  quantity  of  water,  makes 
‘ a very  good  aftringent  injedfion.  The  fame  obfervations 
‘ that  I have  made  on  the  fpecifics,  are  applicable  to  the  af- 
‘ tringents;  I believe  that  they  adl:  nearly  in  the  fame  manner, 

* and  have  the  fameefTedl:  what  their  mode  of  adlion  may  be, 
‘ I cannot  fay.  Irritating  applications  are  either  inj  dlions  or 
‘ bougies,  fimple,  or  medicated  with  irritating  medicines  ; vio- 

* lent  exercife  may  be  confidered  as  havijig  the  fame- cffedl. 

‘ The  fourth  mode  of  cure  is  by  fympathy,  or  by  producing 
‘ an  irritation  in  another  parr  of  the  body,  which  (hall  deftroy 
‘ the  mode  of  adfion  in  the  urethra.’  Thefe  are  the  pro- 
fefTor’s  four  grand  modes  of  curing  a gleet  by  local  applications ! 
If  we  were  to  bring  them  into  one  point  of  view,  we  fliould 
find  the  rcfult  to  be  fimply  this — I'he  firft  mode  by  fpecifics  ; 
we  are  not  informed  of  any  one  article  that  he  conliders  as 
fuch,  and  are  left  as  much  in  the  dark  as  we  were  before  we 
had  ever  feen  the  profeflor’s  book.  The  fecond,  by  aftrin- 
gents : we  find  fome  articles  enumerated  which,  in  thofe 

particular  cafes,  have  long  been  known  to  all  medical  men.  In 
the  third  mode  we  are  taught  to  believe,  that  riding  poft  from 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland  to  the  Lands-End  in  Cornwall,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  a day,  is  one  of  the  ir- 
ritating methods  proper  to  be  purfued  in  curing  a gleet.  1 he 
fourth  mode  is,  his  old  favourite  fympathy  ; which  teaches  us 
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to  apply  a blifter  to  the  crown  of  the  head,  that  the  part  may 
fympathize  with,  and  cure  the  difeafe'in  the  urethra  ! 

The  next  article  we  come  to  is 

‘ OF  GLEETS  IN  WOMEN.' 

Our  profeflbr,  in  this  place,  has  forfaken  his  ufual  prolixity, 
and  has  given  us  his  opinion  on  this  fubjedt  in  a very  con- 
cife  manner;  I will  therefore,  lay  the  whole  before  my  reader. 

* This  difeafe  is  more  frequent  in  women  than  in  men,  at 
‘ lead  a difcharge  from  the  vagina  is  very  common  in  them, 

‘ which  will  probably  be  called  a gleet,  when  following  a ve- 

* nereal  taint,  although  only  the  fluor  albus.  The  cure  of  the 
gleet  in  women  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  men,  except  in  the 

‘ ufe  of  what  I have  called  fpecifics  to  the  parts;  for  as  the 
‘ gleet  in  women  is  principally  from  the  vagina,  I believe 
‘ that  this  part  is  not  more  affedled  by  the  turpentines  than 
‘ other  parts  are.  Neither  can  we  ufe  the  bougie  in  cafes  of 
‘ gleet  in  the  vagina;  and  when  the  gleet  is  only  from  the  ure- 
‘ thra,  I imagine  it  is  hardly  ever  attended  to  in  women.’  This 
is  all  the  information  the  profeflbr  has  condefcended  to  favour 
us  with  on  a difeafe  which  he  has  allowed  to  be  more  frequent 
in  women  than  in  men.  He  might  have  added,  that  it  is  more 
difficult  to  cure  in  women  than  in  the  male  fex.  Perhaps  he 
was  aware  that  this  is  frequently  attended  with  extreme  diffi- 
culty and  tedioufnefs;  and  therefore  defignedly  omitted  a talk 
which  he  knew  would  occafion  more  trouble  than  he  was  will- 
ing to  beflow  on  it : but  thus  deferting  the  fair  fex  in  diftrefs 
is  rather  cruel  and  unmanly. 

We  are  now  arrived  to  the  third  part  of  the  profeflbr’s  book, 
which  treats 

‘OF  DISEASES  SUPPOSED  TO  ARISE  IN  CON-  * 
‘ SEQliENCE  OF  VENEREAL  INFLAMMATION 
‘ IN  THE  URETHRA  IN  MEN. 

‘ The  moft  frequent  difeafe  in  the  urethra,’  fays  our  au- 
thor, ‘ is  the  obftrublion  to  the  paflage  of  urine.  Before  I 

* begin  to  treat  of  this  fubjeft,  I fhall,  for  the  better  under- 
‘ ftanding  of  the  whole,  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  ufes 
‘ of  this  paflage  in  its  natural  ftatc. 

‘ It  may  firft  be  obferved,  that  the  urethra  in  men  is  em- 
‘ ployed  for  two  purpofes  ; and  on  this  occafion  I may  be  al- 
‘ lowed  to  make  the  following  general  remark,  that  nature 
« has : not  been  able  to  apply  any  one  part  to  two  purpofes 
< with  advantage,  as  might  be  illuflrated,  in  many  inftances, 

‘ in  different  animals. 
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‘ The  animals  whofe  legs  are  adapted  both  for  fwimming  and 
‘ walking,  are  not  good  at  either,  as  feals,  otters,  ducks,  and 
‘ geefe ; the  animals  alfo  whofe  legs  are  intended  both  for 
‘ walking  and  flying,'  are  but  badly  formed  for  either,  as  the 
‘ bat;  the  fame  obfervations  are  applicable  to  fifii,  for  the 
‘ flying  fifh  neither  fwims,  nor  flies  well  ; and  whenever  parts 
‘ intended  for  fuch  double  fundlions  aredifeafed,  both  are  per- 
‘ formed  imperfedlly.  This  is  immediately  applicable  to  the 
‘ urethra,  tor  it  is  intended  for  two  purpofes,  as  a canal  or 
‘ pafTage,  both  for  the  urine  and  the  femen.  The  urine  re- 
‘ quires  the  fimpleft  of  all  canals,  and  of  no  greater  length 
‘ than  the  diftance  from  the  bladder  to  the  external  furface,  as 
‘ we  find  in  the  urethra  of  women,  birds,  the  amphibia,  and 
‘ filli  ; but  the  pafTage  for  the  femen  in  the  quadruped  re- 
‘ quired  to  be  a complicated  canal,  and  of  length  fufficient  to 
‘ convey  the  femen  to  the  female,  provided  with  many  addi- 
‘ tional  and  necefl'ary  parts,  as  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra, 
‘ mufciili  acceleratores,  Cowper's  glands,  and  veficulae  femi- 
* nales.  As  all  thefe  parts  are  fuperadded  for  the  purpofe  of 
‘ generation,  and  as  the  difeafes  of  this  canal  are  principally 
‘ feated  in  them,  we  muft  at  once  fee  how  much  the  urinary 
‘ organs  muft  fufter  from  a connedlion  with  parts  fo  numerous 
‘ and  fo  liable  to  difeafe.’ 

I cannot  conceive  that  thefe  parts  are  more  liable  to  difeafe 
than  any  other  complicated  parts  of  the  body  ; experience,  I 
think,  aftbrds  no  proof  that  they  are  fo : we  find  them  fel- 
dom  aft'cefted  but  in  confcquence  of  venereal  infeftion,  and 
this  will  always  commit  the  fame  deftrudfive  havoc  among 
any  other  parts  of  the  human  frame  : they  are,  as  they  form  a 
common  paflage,  often  partakers  of  the  difeafes  of  the  bladder 
but  1 believe  not  much  more  fo  than  thofe  parts  which  com- 
pofe  the  pafTage  for  the  bile  from  the  liver  to  the  inteftines.  I 
do  not  at  this  inftant  recollecft  that  they  fufter  much  from  being 
the  conveyers  of  the  male  femen  to  the  female;  confequently 
our  author  is  not  perfedlly  right  in  attributing  their  numerous 
difeafes  to  their  double  fundbion,  as  conveyers  of  urine  and 
femen.  On  this  account  our  profelTor,  I think  rather  impi- 
oufly,  finds  fault  with  the  Creator  for  giving  thofe  parts  their 
double  office,  and  thereby  making  them  fo  imperfedt  that  they 
are  not  capable  of  performing  either  well.  Would  he  wifli  to 
have  two  diftindb  urethras,  &c.  one  for  urine  and  the  other  for 
femen  i Few  men,  I think,  will  agree  with  the  profefTor  in 
this  fingular  Neiv  Opinion y imt  they  will  moftly  pcrfift  in  the 
old  opinion,  that  thefe  parts,  as  well  as  the  great  bulk  of  the 
works  of  the  creation,  arc  formed  with  infinite  wifdom,  regula- 
rity, and  conveniency. 
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Our  author  tells  us,  and  very  truly  too,  that  ‘ the  canal 
‘ of  the  urethra  is  liable,  chiefly  from  venereal  caufes,  to  fuch 
‘ difeafes  as  are  capable  of  preventing  in  fome  degree  the  paf- 
‘ fage  of  the  urine  through  it  ; and  in  fome  of  thefe  difeafes 
‘ the  paflage  at  laft  becomes  completely  obftrucfed.  In  all 
‘ cafes  there  is  a diminution  of  the  fize  of  the  canal,  but  in 
‘ different  ways.  There  are  five  modes  of  obftru£fions,  four 
‘ of  which  are  difeafes  of  the  paffage  itfelf ; the  fifth  is  the 
‘ confequence  of  the  difeafes  of  other  parts.  Three  of  the 

* former  are  a leffening  of  the  diameter  of  the  paffage ; the  fourth 
‘ an  excrefence  in  the  paffage;  the  fifth  arifes  from  the  fides 
‘ being  compreffed,  which  may  be  done  either  by  exterior  con- 

* tiguous  fwellings,  or  otherwife  by  a fwelling  of  the  proftrate 
‘ gland.’ 

On  thefe  fa£Is,  fo  curioufly  and  elegantly  ftated,  I need 
not  remark. 

The  next  fedion  treats 

‘ OF  STRICTURES.’ 

Our  author  divides  ftriflures  into  three  kinds.  « The  firft 
‘ is  the  true  permanent  ftridure  arifing  from  an  alteration  in 
‘ the  ftrudure  of  part  of  the  urethra.  The  fecond  is  a 
‘ mixed  cafe,  compofed  of  a permanent  ftridure  and  fpafra. 
‘ The  third  is  the  true  fpafmodic  Itriflure.  Moft  obltruc- 
‘ tions  to  the  paffage  of  the  urine,  if  not  all,  are  attended 
‘ with  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms,  fo  that  there  are  hardly 

* fufficient  marks  to  diftinguifh  the  different  caufes.’  Stric- 
tures in  the  urethra  are  complaints  which  fometimes  become 
very  troublefome,  and  exceedingly  difficult  to  cure  ; proper 
fubjedts  therefore  for  our  author  to  have  enlarged  upon:  and  if 
he  had  been  fo  happy,  by  the  power  of  his  profound  fcientific 
wifdora,  as  to  throw  any  new  light  on  the  nature,  caufes,  and 
method  of  curing  thofe  difeafes,  he  would  have  been  juftly 
entitled  to  the  public  thanks ; but  here,  as  well  as  in  molt 
parts  of  the  profeffor’s  book,  we  are  wofully  difappointed. 
His  divifion  of  ftriclures  into  three  claffes,  ‘ permanent  a 
‘ mixed  cafe,  and  the  true  fpafmodic,’  is  ridiculous;  for  al- 
though the  word  Spalmodic  is  frequently  in  the  mouth  of  al- 
moft  every  phyfician,  and  is  exceedingly  well  calculated  to 
cover  ignorance,  it  can  never  convey,  to  a perfon  pofleffed  of 
a common  degree  of  rationality,  the  leaft  idea  of  any  primary 
difeafe  ; and  can,  in  all  cafes,  be  confidered  only  as  the  mere 
effedl  of  a pre-exiliing  caufe. 
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We  are  now  arrived  at  our  profeflbr’s  chapter  which  treats 
diftinftly 

‘ OF  THE  PERMANENT  STRICTURE.’ 

Under  this  head  we  are  informed,  that  ‘ in  the  permanent 
‘ ftridlure  the  patient  feldom  complains  till  he  can  hardly  get 
‘ the  water  to  pafs,  and  frequently  has  a confiderable  degree 
‘ 6f  ftrangury,  and  even  other  fymptoms  that  happen  in  ftone 
‘ and  gravel,  which  are  therefore  too  frequently  fuppofed  to  be 
‘ the  caufes  of  the  complaint.  The  ciifeafe  generally  oc- 
‘ cupies  no  great  length  of  the  paflage,  no  farther  in  breadth 
‘ than  if  the  part  had  been  furrounded  by  a piece  of  pack- 
‘ thread.  A ftridlure  does  not  arife,  in  all  cafes,  from  an 
‘ equal  contradlion  of  the  urethra  all  round,  but  in  fome 
‘ from  a contradlion  on  one  fide.  This  contradlion  of  one 
‘ fide  only  throws  the  paflage  to  the  oppofite  fide,  which 
‘ often  renders  it  difficult  to  pafs  the  bougie.  Every  part  of 
‘ the  urethra  is  not  equally  fubjedl  to  ftridlures,  for  there  ap- 
‘ pears  to  be  one  part  which  is  much  more  liable  to  them  than 
‘ the  whole  of  the  urethra  bcfides,  that  is  about  the  bulbous 
‘ part.  We  find  them  however  fometimes  on  this  fide  of  the 
‘ bulb,  but  very  feldom  beyond  it.  The  fame  flridlure  is  not 
‘ at  all  times  equally  bad  : in  warm  weather  they  are  not  fo 
‘ troublefomc  as  in  cold.  It  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  is  the 
* caufe  of  that  alteration  in  the  ftridlure  of  the  urethra,  which 
‘ diminifhes  the  canal  : it  has  been  afcribed  to  the  efFedl  of 
‘ the  venereal  difeafe,  and  often  to  the  method  of  cure,  but  I 
‘ doubt  very  much  if  it  commonly  or  even  ever  arifes  from 
‘ thefe  caufes.’  Whatever  is  believed  by  other  men,  however 
ftrong  the  reafons  may  be  for  fuch  belief,  our  author  univer- 
fally  doubts,  without  giving  us  any  very  fubftantial  reafons  for 
his  doubts,  or  throwing  any  new  lights  on  the  fubjedf,  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  us  to  abandon  our  own  opinions  and  adopt  thofe 
of  the  author.  He  has  admitted,  that  in  a violent  gonorrhoea 
the  internal  furface  of  the  urethra  is  iqflamed;  and  I believe 
that  all  inflammations  are  very  liable  to  fuppuration  : I have 
alfo  very  flrong  fufpicion,  notwithftanding  all  that  the  profeflbr 
has  advanced  to  the  contrary,  that  in  virulent  gonorrhoeas  the 
inflammation  in  the  urethra  frequently  terminates  in  ulcers  in 
that  paflage  j and  an  apprentice  boy,  v/ho  has  not  fervcd  half 
his  time  to  a furgeon,  without  any  I’upernatural  degree  of  wil- 
dom,  may  be  able  to  inform  Mr.  John  Hunter,  that  ulcers  are 
very  liable  to,  and  frequently  do  produce  a contradtion  of  the 
parrs  /here  they  were  I'eated,  There  is  therefore  nothing  very 
ridiculous  in  the  idea  of  aferibing  a flridture  in  the  urethra 
to  an  ill-bealed  ulcer  in  that  part^  and  that  it  was  the  confe- 
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quenceof  inflammation  which  terminated  in  ulceration,  and'all 
arifing  from  the  venereal  difeafe.  The  above  quotation,  which 
I have  feledled  from  a large  mafs  of  flimfy  unmeaning  matter, 
is  the  fubftance  of  all  which  the  author  has  given  us  in  his 
hirtory  of  he  Permanent  Strifture.  We  will  here  therefore  ex- 
amine the  chapter  that  follows,  on 

‘ THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  PERMANENT 
‘ STRICTURE. ' 

‘ The  cure  of  the  permanent  ftridlure,’  fay  our  author, 
‘ is,  I believe,  to  be  ac'complifhed  only  by  local  applications  ; 
‘ mercury  has  been  given  upon  the  erroneous  fuppofition  of  its 
‘ being  venereal,  but^without  fuccefs.’  Mercury  is  very  fre- 
quently given  with  very  good  fuccefs  in  a recent  ftridlure,  oc- 
cafioned  by  an  ill-cured  inflammation  or  ulcer  in  the  urethra, 
from  a venereal  caufe,‘  and  which  I am  confident  is  the  fail:  in 
nineteen  cafes  out  of  twenty  which  occur  in  pradfice.  It  is 
not  to  befuppofed,  that  in  an  old  confirmed  contradfion,  where 
the  internal  furface  of  the  urethra  is  fully  healed,  any  internal 
medicine  can  be  of  any  fort  of  ufe.  ‘ The  cure  is  either  a di- 
‘ litation  of  the  contradled  part,  or  a deftrudlion  of  it  by  ul- 
‘ ceration,  or  efcharotics.  The  dilatation  is  performed  by  the 
‘ bougie,  and  is  feldom  or  ever  more  than  a temporary  cure  ; 
‘ for  although  the  pafl'age  may  be  dilated  fufficiently  for  the 

urine  to  pafs,  yet  there  is  always  the  original  tendency  for 
‘ contradlion,  which  generally  recurs  fooner  or  later.  The 
‘ ulcerative  procefs  is  alfo  effedled  by  a bougie,  and  the  de- 
‘ ftrudlion  by  efcharotics  is  by  means  of  .cauftics,  as  the  lunar 
‘ cauftic.  It  often  happens  in  ftridlures  that  the  pafiage  is  fo  di- 
‘ minilhed  as  hardly  to  allow  any  water  to  pafs,  producing  often 
‘ a total  ftoppage  ; nor  will  a bougie  immediately  pafs;  and  if 
‘ it  can  be  made  to  pafs,  yet  no  water  follows  it  when  wijth- 
‘ drawn.  ^ In  fuch  cafes,  therefore,  we  mufi:  have  recourfe  to 
« temporary  relief,  fuch  as  the  warm  bath,  which  counteradls 
‘ the  eftedfs  of  colds,  and  quiets  any  fpafm  that  might  have 
‘ taken  place  in  the  parts,  and  clyfters  alfo  with  opium,  which 
‘ have  Hill  more  effedl.  Producing  an  evacuation  by  flool 
‘ often  lelTens  the  fpafm,  for  a fpafmodic  fuppreffion  of  urine 
‘ often  arifes  from  a conftipation,  even  where  there  is  no 
‘ ftridlurc.’  Here  our  author  for  once  difeovers  a difpofition 
to  reafon  like  other  men;  which  is  the  more  valuable,  as  we  fo 
very  feldom  meet  with  it.  I thank  him  for  this  condefeenfion, 
and  declare  I have  much  greater  pleafure  in  commending  than 
in  condemning;  and  really  wifli  I may  in  future  be  able  to 
adopt  the  former,  without  tranfgreffing  on  the  rules  of  truth 
»nd  jufticc  i which  I am  determined  to  avoid  as  far  as  it  is  in 

my 
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jtny  power,  whatever  degree  the  prorefTor’s  fame  may  fuffer 
thereby. 

‘ Probably,’  fays  he,  ‘ a bliftcr  to  the  perinaeum  will  be  of 

* fingular  fervice,  if  there  be  time  for  its  operation.’  The 
irritation  produced  by  the  application  of  a blifter  may  very 
probably  affift  the  patient  in  difeharging  his  water,  but  cannot 
furely  have  any  farther  efiedf  on  a permanent  rtridfure.  ‘ The 
‘ cure  by  dilatation,’  fays  Mr.  Hunter,  ‘ is  principally  me- 
‘ chanical  when  performed  by  bougies,  whofe  powers  in  ge- 
‘ neral  are  as  thofe  of  a wedge ; however,  their  ultimate  efFedf  is 

* not  always  fo  fimple  as  that  of  a wedge  upon  inanimate 
‘ matter;  for  prefl'ure  produces  action  of  the  animal  powers, 

‘ cither  to  adapt  the  parts  to  their  new  pofition,  or  to  recede 

* by  ulceration,  whicli  gives  us  two  very  different  eftedfs  of  a- 

* bougie,  and  of  courfc  two  different  intentions  in  applying 

* them;  one  to  produce  dilatation,  the  other  ulceration,  which 
‘ laft  is  not  always  fo  readily  effedlcd.’  The  remaining  part  of  a 
long  chapter  confifts  of  unneceffary  diredlions  to  introduce  firft 
a bougie,  and  then  incrcafe  the  fize  as  circumftances  may  re- 
quire. The  following  treats 

‘ OF  THE  CURE  OF  STRICTURE  BY  ULCERA- 

‘ TION.’ 

Here  we  enter  into  a very  amazing  mafs  of  confufed  hetero- 
geneous matter,  fo  totally  void  of  juft  reafon,  that  it  cannot  be 
conceived  the  author  was  fober  when  he  wrote  it.  The 
following  quotation  will  give  the  reader  a tolerable  idea  of  the 
fubftance  of  this  long  and  curious  chapter. 

‘ The  cure  of  a ftridfure  by  ulceration  is  lilcewife  effedled 
‘ by  a bougie;  this  method  may  be  employed  both  in  cafes 

* where  a bougie  will  pafs,  and  where  it  will  not.  In  the  firft 
/ * cafe  there  is  not  the  fame  neceffity  for  ulceration  as  in  the 

* fecond,  becaufe  where  a bougie  will  pafs,  there  is  no  imme- 
‘ diate  danger  arifing  from  the  ftridture,  which  may  there- 
‘ fore  be  dilated  as  already  deferibed.  But  in  cate  this  method 

* fhould  be  preferred  to  a flow  dilatation,  which  allows  the 
‘ parts  time  to  adapt  themfclves  to  their  new  pofition,  the 

* ftrieSfure  may  be  deftroyed  by  producing  ulceration  in  the 

* parts,  efpecially  if  they  are  not  irritable,  fo  as  to  admit  of 
*■  confiderable  violence.’  Where  did  this  wonderful  conjuror 
in  the  fcience  of  furgery  find  urethras  with  ftricStures  in  them 
that  were  ‘ not  irritable,  and  capable  of  admitting  great  vio- 
‘ lence?’  I will  venture  to  fay,  in  his  own  fruitful  imaginations 
only.  He  admits,  after  a great  deal  of  previous  uninterefting 
and  contradidlory  matter,  by  no  means  worth  reading,  that 
‘ t.'iere  are  few  patients  that  will  fubmit  to  this  praiSliee  ; and 

‘ indeed 
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* indeed  few  will  be  able  to  bear  it he  has  feen  it  ‘ bring  on 
‘ violent  rpalms  on  the  parts,  which  produced  fupprellion  of 

* urine,  and  proved  very  troublefome.’ 

No  reafonable  man  will  expe£t  any  other  effedls  from  cram- 
4 niing,  by  force,  large  bougies  into  the  urethras  for  the  pur- 

ipofe  of  producing  ulceration  in  thofe  parts,  which  is  the  prac- 
tice alluded  to  by  our  author.  ‘ If,’  fays  he,  ‘ the  I'malleft  bou- 
‘ gie  which  can  poflibly  be  made  with  fome  degree  of  ftrength 
f ‘ cannot  pafs,  dilatation  becomes  impradicable,  and  it  is 
• j ‘ neceffar.y  that  fomething  elfe  Ihould  be  done  for  the  re|ief  of 
||  ‘ the  patient ; and  the  dcftrudlion  of  the  ftri£lure  is  to  be  ef- 
> ‘ fe£ted  fome  way  or  other.  In  many  cafes  it  may  be  proper 
^ ‘ to  attempt  this  by  ulce.-ation  of  the  part : for  we  find  from 

f ‘ experiencg"  that  a ftridlure  may  be  removed  by  the  fimple 
I * prefl'ure  of  a bougie.  This  efteil  mull  arife  from  the  irri- 
I ‘ ration  of  abforption  being  given  to  the  difeafed  part,  w'hich 
j ‘ from  the  ftridure  not  being  an  original  formed  part,  nor 

!'  ‘ having  any  power  of  refifiance  equal  to  the  original  one,  is 
‘ more  fufceptible  of  ulceration,  and  thereby  is  ablorbed.’ 

This  is  a true  fample  of  what  Mr.  Hunter  has  condefcended 
to  prefent  his  readers  with  in  a very  long  fedlion,  and  on  a 
very  interefting  fubjedl.  If  they  can  reap  any  advantage  from 
it,  I will  very  readily  declare  that  their  abilities  are  infinitely 
fuperior  to  mine ; for  I am  really  tired  in  tranferibing,  and 
I cannot  help  fufpedling  that  they  will  confider  their  time  em- 
j ployed  on  a fubjedl  nearly  relating  to  labour  in  vain.  I flialj 
I only  add,  that  this  fe£tion  is  followed  by  another  long  one, 
i which  treats 

‘ OF  THE  APPLICATION  OF  CAUSTIC  TO 
‘ STRICTURES.’ 

j 

In  this  feclion  we  are  informed,  that  ‘ when  a bougie  can 
‘ readily  pafs  there  is  no  neceflity  for  ufing  any  other  method 
‘ to  remove  the  ftridlure ; but  there  are  too  many  cafes  where 
‘ a bougie  cannot  be  made  to  pafs,"  or  fo  feldom  that  it  cannot 
‘ be  depended  upon  for  a cure.  This  may  arife  from  feveral 
‘ caufes.  Firft,  the  ftridure  may  be  fo  tight  as  not  to  allow 
* the  fmalleft  bougie  to  pafs.  Secondly,  the  orifice  in  the 
‘ ftridlure  may  not  be  in  a line  with  the  urethra,  which  will 
‘ make  it  uncertain,  if  not  impoflible,  to  pafs  a boucrie. 
‘ Thirdly,  there  may  be  no  paflage  at  all,  it  having  been  obli- 
‘ terated  by  difeafe,  and  the  urine  pafled  by  fiftula;  in  perinteo. 

‘ Where  the  application  of  the  cauftic  may  be  neceflary,  is 
‘ where  there  is  no  paflage  at  all,  which  happens  from  ulcera- 
‘ tion  and  abfeefles  in  the  perinaum  opening  externally;  and 

i‘  in  the  healing  of  them  the  p.'iflage  is  often  clofcd  up  entirely. 

‘ In 
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* In  all  the  above  mentioned  cafes  I have  fucceeded  with  the 
‘ cauftic  beyond  expeffation.’  Although  fuch  compleat  ftric- 
tures  as  to  occafion  a total  flop  to  the  pafl'age  of  the  urine 
feldom  or  never  happen,  except  from  a very  tedious  and  wrong 
treatment,  they  are,  when  they  do  occur,  exceedingly  trouble- 
fome,  and  difficult  to  cure;  I fliall  therefore  lay  before  my 
reader  the  profefTor’s  method  of  treatment  pretty  much  at  large; 
and  I have  the  pleafure  to  acknowledge,  that,  notwithffanding 
it  contains  nothing  very  new,  I think  it  is  fome  of  the  very 
beft  part  in  all  his  book. 

‘ If  the  obftrudlions  are  any  where  between  the  membranous 

* part  of  the  urcthrh  and  the  glans,  where  the  canal  is  nearly 

* Itraight,  or  can  eafily  be  made  fo  by  the  introduction  of  a 
‘ ftraight  inftrument,  it  becomes  an  eafy  matter  to  deftroy 
‘ them  by  cauftic ; but  if  beyond  that,  it  becomes  then  more 
‘ difficult ; however  at  the  beginning  of  the  bend  of  the 
‘ urethra  the  obftruCtion  may  be  fo  far  got  the  better  of  as  to 

* admit  the  paffing  of  a bougie,  or  at  leaft  to  procure  a tolera- 

* ble  free  pafl'age  of  the  urine.  I have  feen  feveral  cafes 
‘ where  it  was  thought  proper  to  follow  this  praCtice;  and  it 

* fucceeded  fo  well,  that  after  a few  touches  with  the  cauftic 
‘ the  bougie  could  be  pafl'ed,  which  is  all  that  is  wanted.  The 
‘ fuccefs  in  thefe  cafes  was  fuch  as  would  incline  me  to  have 
‘ recourfe  to  this  praCfice  very  early,  indeed  whenever  I could 
‘ not  pafs  a fmall  bougie  through  the  ftriClure;  and  I look 
‘ upon  the  cauftic  as  a much  fafer  method  than  ufing  prefl'ure 
‘ with  the  bougie,  for  the  rcafon  before  mentioned,  that  is, 

* the  danger  of  making  a new  pafl'age,  without  deftroying  in 
‘ the  leaft  any  part  of  the  obftruClion.  Moft  of  the  ftriCtures 
‘ I ever  examined  after  death,  appeared  to  be  in  the  power  of 
‘ fuch  treatment;  however,  I have  feen  one  or  two  cales  where 
‘ the  contraction  was  of  fome  length  and  irregular,  which 
‘ would  have  puzzled  me  if  I had  attempted  the  cure  with  a 

* cauftic,  becaufe  I fhould  have  been  apt  to  fufpeCt  that  I was 

* making  a new  pafl'age  by  my  gaining  ground,  and  yet  not 
‘ relieving  the  patient,  by  the  removal  of  the  fymptoms, 

‘ I have  often  tried  this  practice  in  ftriftures  where  there 
‘ were  alfo  fiftulte  in  the  urethra,  and  where  the  water  came 
‘ through  different  paffages.  Such  cafes  I fliould  fulpeCt  were 
‘ not  the  moft  favourable,  yet  1 fucceeded  in  the  greater  part 
‘ of  them,  that  is,  I got  through  the  ftriCture,  and  could  pafs 
‘ a bougie  freely.  I have  feen  feveral  cafes  of  fiftulae  of  thefe 
‘ parts,  where  the  natural  pafl'age  was  obliterated  by  the  ftric- 
‘ ture,  in  which  I have  fucceeded  with  the  cauftic,  and  the 

* fiftulous  orifices  have  readily  healed  up.  It  does  not  happen 
‘ always  in  cafes  of  obftruCtion  to  the  paflage  of  urine,  that 

* when  the  obftiuClion  is  removed  by  the  cauftic,  and  the 

‘ water 
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' water  of  courfe  paffes  freely,  a bougie  will  alfo  pafs.  This 
• I apprehend  arifes  from  the  cauftic  not  having  deftroyed  the 
ftridture  in  a diredi  line  with  the  urethra,  fo  that  a bougie 
cannot  catch  the  found  urethra  beyond.  But  this  appears  to 
me  of  little  confequence,  as  it  is  as  much  in  the  power  of  the 
bougie  to  prevent  a return  at  this  part,  as  if  it  paffed  on  to 
the  bladder  ; for  if  the  water  flows  readily,  it  is  certain  that  the 
cauffic  has  gone  beyond  the  ftridlure,  although  it  may  not  be 
in  a direct  line,  and  that  the  only  rifk  of  a return  of  obftruc- 
tion  will  be  at  the  old  ftridlure;  but  as  a bougie  can  now 
pafs  beyond  that  part,  it  does  as  much  good  as  if  it  pafl'ed 
into  the  bladder ; for  I have  known  feveral  cafes  where  the 
bougie  appeared  to  have  the  fame  eft'edt  as  if  it  had  paffed  on. 
to  the  bladder. 

‘ The  application  of  the  cauftic  need  not  be  longer  than  a 
minute,  and  it  may  be  repeated  every  day^  or  every  other 
day,  allowing  time  for  the  flough  to  come  off.  But  there 
are  other  caufes  that  may  prevent  the  repetition  of  the 
cauftic,  befides  waiting  for  the  feparation  of  the  flough,  for 
fometimes  the  ufe  of  it  brings  on  irritation,  inflammation,  or 
fpafm  in  the  part,  whic-h  frequently  occaflons  a total  fup- 
preflion  of  urine  for  a time,  againft.  which  all  the  means  ufed 
commonly  on  fuch  occafions  to  procure  relief  muft  be  em- 
ployed, and  we  muft  wait  till  thefe  fymptoms  are  gone  oft'. 
If  the  patient  can  make  water  immediately  after  the  appli- 
cation, it  will  be  proper,  as  it  will  wafh  away  any  cauftic  that 
may  have  been  diffolved  in  the  paffage,  which  if  left  would 
irritate  the  parts;  a little  water  injected  into  the  urethra  will 
anfwer  the  fame  purpofe. 

‘ About  the  year  1752,  attending  a chimney-fweeper  for  a 
ftricture,  the  firft  patient  1 ever  had  wiih  this  difeafe,  and 
not  finding  that  I gained  any  advantage  after  fix  months  trial 
with  the  bougie,  I conceived  that  I might  be  able  to  deftroy 
the  ftridure  by  efcharotics;  my  firft  attempt  was  with  red 
precipitate.  I applied  to  the  end  of  a bougie  fome  falve,  and 
then  dipped  it  into  red  precipitate.  7'his  bougie  I palled 
down  to  the  ftridure,  but  I found  that  it  brought  on  con- 
fiderable  inflammation  all  along  the  infide  of  the  pafl'age, 
which  I attributed  to  the  precipitate  being  rubbed  oft’  in 
pairing  the  bougie.  I then  had  a filver  canula  made,  and 
introduced  it  down  to  the  ftridture,  and  through  this  canula 
paffed  the  bougie  with  precipitate  as  before.  Not  finding 
however  that  he  made  water  any  better,  and  not  yet  being 
able  to  pafs  the  fmalleft  bougie  through  the  ftridlure,  1 fuf- 
peaed  that  the  precipitate  had  not  fuflicient  powers  to 
deftroy  it  ; I therefore  took  a fmall  piece  of  lunar  cauUic,  and 
faftened  it  on  the  end  of  a wire  with  fealing-wax,  and  in- 

^ ‘ troduced 
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* troduced  it  through  the  canula  to  the  ftridlure ; after  doing 
‘ this  three  times  at  two  days  interval,  he  came  to  me  and  told 
‘ me  that  he  had  made  water  much  better ; and  in  applying 
‘ the  cauftic  a fourth  time  my  canula  went  through  the  ftric- 
‘ ture ; a bougie  was  afterwards  paffed  for  fome  little  time,  till  he 

* was  perfedfly  well.  Having  fucceeded  fo  well  in  this  cafe,  I 
‘ was  encouraged  to  apply  my  mind  to  the  invention  of  fome 
‘ inftrument  better  fuited  to  the  purpofe  than  the  above-men- 
‘ tioned,  which  I have  in  fome  degree  effedled,  although  it  is 
‘ not  yet  perfedfly  adapted  to  all  the  fituations  of  ftridture  in 
‘ the  urethra.  I'he  cauftic  fliould  be  prevented  from  hurting 
‘ any  other  part  of  the  canal ; which  is  bell:  done  by  intro- 

* ducing  it  through  a canula  to  the  ftridlure,  making  it  pro- 
‘ trude  a little  beyond  the  end  of  the  canula,  by  which  it  adls 
‘ only  upon  the  ftridture.  The  cauftic  fliould  be  fixed  in  a 
‘ fmall  port-crayon. 

‘ It  is  necefl'ary  to  have  a piece  of  filver  of  the  length  of  the 

* canula,  with  a ring  at  one  end,  and  a button  at  the  other  of 
‘ the  fame  diameter  with  the  canula,  forming  a kind  of  pi 

‘ which  fliould  projedl  beyond  the  end  of  the  canula  that  en- 
‘ ters  the  urethra,  by  which  means  it  makes  a rounded  end  ; 
‘ or  the  port-crayon  may  be  formed  with  this  button  at  the 
‘ other  end;  the  button  being  introduced  into  the  canula,  it 
‘ fliould  be  palled  into  the  urethra,  and  when  got  to  the  ftric- 
‘ ture  the  filver  plug  Ihould  be  drawn,  and  the  port-crayon 
‘ with  the  cauftic  introduced  in  its  placej  or  if  the  plug  and 
‘ port  crayon  are  on  the  fame  inftrument,  then  it  is  only  with- 

* drawing  it,  and  introducing  the  port-crayon  with  the  cauftic, 
‘ which  will  deftroy  the  ftrifture.  This  plug,  befides  giving 
‘ a fmooth  rounded  end  to  the  canula,  anfwers  another  good 
‘ purpofe,  by  preventing  the  canula  from  being  filled  with 

* the  mucus  of  the  urethra  as  it  pafles  along,  which  mucus 
‘ would  be  collected  in  the  end  of  it,  difl'olve  the  cauftic  too 
‘ foon,  and  hinder  its  application  to  the  liridture.  if  the 
« ftriclure  be  in  the  bend  of  the  urethra  the  canula  may  be 
< bent  at  the  end  alfoj  but  it  becomes  more  difficult  to  in- 
‘ troduce  a piece  of  cauftic  through  Inch  a canula,  lor  the 
^ plug  and  port-crayon  muft  alfo  be  bent  at  the  end,  which 

* cannot  be  made  to  pals  through  the  ftrait  part  ol  the  canula; 
‘ but  this  1 have  in  fome  mcafure  obviated  by  having  tlic 
‘ canula  made  flexible,  e.xcept  at  the  end  where  it  is  to  tate 
‘ the  curve.  After  the  bougie  can  be  made  to  pafs,  the  cafe  is 
‘ to  be  treated  as  a common  ftridlurc,  either  by  dilating  it 
‘ flowly,  or  by  quickly  increafing  the  lizc  of  the  bougie,  and 
‘ thus  continuing  the  ulceration.  There  are  fometimes  more 
^ ftridtures  than  one;  but  it  fcldom  happens  that  they  are  all 

* equally  bad  ; one  only  becomes  the  objetft  of  our  attention. 

^ ' * I'hc 
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‘ The  fmaller  ones  may  however  be  fufficient  to  hinder  the 
‘ paffing  the  canula  to  the  ftridture  which  is  to  be  deftroyed 
‘ by  the  cauftic.  When  that  is  the  cafe,  thofe  fmall  ftridtures 
‘ are  to  be  dilated  with  bougies,  as  in  common,  till  they  are 
‘ fufficiently  large  to  allow  the  canula  to  pafs.’ 

Such  deplorable  ftridtures  as  above  reprefented,  happily  for 
mankind,  very  feldom  happen;  and  when  they  do,  they  are, 
contrary  to  our  author’s  dogmatical  aflertions,  in  nineteen  cafes 
out  of  twenty  the  confequences  of  gonorrhoeas  very  impro- 
perly treated  : and  daily  experience  proves,  that  the  mode  of 
treating  recent  venereal  fymptoms  by  thofe  who  are  commonly 
efteemed  the  moft  eminent  and  famous  pradlitioners  in  this 
metropolis,  is  trifling,  very  inefFedlual,  and  highly  abfurd.  It  is 
not  uncommon  to  find  patients  cbmpelled  to  fuffer  the  drudgery 
of  attending  their  furgeons  for  two  or  three  months,  and  fome- 
times  more  than  double  that  time,  and  be  poifoned  with  loads 
of  naufeous  medicines  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  a frefh  con- 
tradled  clap,  which  may  be  done  with  eafe  and  perfedt  fafety 
in  a very  few  days. 

The  chapter  to  which  we  are  now  arrived,  treats 

‘ OF  STRICTURE  ATTENDED  WITH  SPASMO- 
‘ Die  AFFECTION.’ 

We  are  here  informed,  that  * there  are  very  few  ftridlures 
‘ that  are  not  more  or  lefs  attended  with  fpafms;  but  fome 
‘ much  more  than  others,  the  fpafm  being  in  fome  cafes  more 
* the  difeafe  than  the  ftridlure  itfelf.’  Here  again  our  author 
deals  in  the  marvellous,  and  difeovers  a difeafe  without  a caufe  ! 

I muft  inform  the  profeflbr,  that  fuch  fpafms  are  the  efFedls 
of  fomething  which  irritates  too  forcibly  the  nervous  fubftance 
of  the  parts  whereon  they  take  place : he  muft  therefore  be 
egregioufly  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  nature,  when  he  confiders 
a fpafm  to  be  a primary  difeafe,  and  not  the  refult  of  a pre- 
exifting  caufe;  but  we  have  feen  before  ftrong  proofs  of  hispof- 
fefTing  fuch  talents,  as  not  to  be  very  happily  employed  in  dif- 
criminating  between  caufes  and  cffedls  ! Our  author  confiders 
the  ftridfurc  attended  with  fpafmodic  aft'edfion  as  a mixed  cafe; 
and  I will  tell  him  that  all  ftridfurcs  are  attended  with  fpaf- 
modic afledfions,  and  confequently  mixed  cafes;  his  divifions 
of  them  therefore  are  trifling,  and  not  of  the  leaft  ufe  in 
pradlice.  I muft  alfo  tell  him  that  his  very  favourite  remedies, 
the  bougies,  muft  in  all  cafes  produce  fpafmodic  aftedlions, 
and  very  frequently  do  mifehief  inflead  of  icmoving  the  difeafe. 
Such  affedlions  are  always  very  eafily  cured  by  opium  ; and  if 
there  was  no  pre-exifting  caufe  remaining,  their  return  would 
be  prevented  by  reftoring  ftrength  to  the  patients. 

^ ^ I 
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I lliall  next  confuler 

‘ SOME  CIRCUMSTANCES  ATTENDING  THE 
‘ USE  OF  BOUGIES  — THEIR  FIGURE  AND 
‘ COMPOSITION.’ 

We  are  here  told,  that  ‘ in  cafes  of  ftridiures,  where  a bougie 

* is  ufed  as  a wedge,  not  as  a ftimulant,  and  where  the  ftridture 

* is  fo  far  overcome  as  to  let  a bougie  pafs  on ; the  queftion 
‘ is,  whether  it  is  better  to  pafs  the  bougie  the  whole  length 
^ of  the  urethra,  fo  that  the  end  fhall  be  in  the  bladder,  or 
‘ only  to  pafs  it  through  the  ftridlure  a little  way,  fo  that  the 
^ end  Ih'all  remain  in  the  urethra.  Nothing  but  experience 
^ can  determine  this  queftion.’  In  this  cafe  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  profeflbr  has  not  had  the  requifite  experience, 
and  the  reader  is  left  to  determine  the  queftion  which  way  he 
plcafes.  He  muft  alfo  find  out  the  peculiar  method  of  ufing 
a bougie  as  a wedge,  and  not  as  a ftimulant  j and  this  indeed 
requires  no  fmall  degree  of  conjuration,  for  moft  men  will  grant 
that  before  it  will  adl  as  a wedge,  it  will  a£l  with  great  vio- 
lence as  a ftimulant.  The  remaining  part  of  this  chapter 
confifts  of  glandular  fwellings  in  the  groin  and  teftes  front 
iympathy,  and  fimilar  abfurd  and  incoherent  matter,  not 
worth  a moment’s  attention.  I fhall  therefore  only  make 
Ihort  obfervations  on  the.  compofition  of  bougids,  in  which 
our  author  fays,  that  ‘ the  confiftence  is  the  moft  mate-r 
‘ rial  thing  to  be  confidered,  the  medical  properties  as  far 

* as  known  being  of  little  confequence.’  Here  again  I am 
unfortunately  obliged  to  differ  from  my  author;  for  I am  per- 
fe6fly  fatisfied,  and  this  fatisfadfion  is  the  refult  of  fome  prac- 
tice, that  whenever  thefe  things  are  really  neceffary  in  difeafes 
of  the  urethra,  their  medical  properties  are  of  the  very  firft: 
confequence. 

‘ T he  materials  they  are  commonly  made  of,’  fays  our  au-? 
thor,  ‘ are  wax,  oil,  and  litharge.  The  litharge  gives  them 
‘ fmoothnefs,  and  takes  off  the  ftickinefs  they  would  have  if 

* made  of  wax  and  oil  only.  A compofition  which  anfwers 
‘ well,  is  three  pints  of  oil  of  olives,  one  pound  of  bees  wax, 
‘ and  a pound  and  a half  of  red  lead  boiled  together  upon  a 
< flow  fire  for  fix  hours.’  Red  precipitate  finely  powdered  may 
be  ufed  in  lieu  of  the  litharge,  perhaps,  in  many  cafes  to  great 
advantage;  and  the  bougies  may  be  made  and  finifhed  in  lefs 
than  the  fixth  part  of  the  time  deferibed  Sbove. 

The  next  fedion  treats 

* OF  A NEW  PASSAGE  FORMED  BY  BOUGIES. 

« The  worft  confequence  arifing  from  the  improper  ufc  of 
‘ the  bougie,  and  the  moft  dangerous  is,  where  it 
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‘ new  pafTage,  I mentioned  before  that  this  generally  arofc 

♦ from  the  attempt  to  produce  ulceration  by  the  application 
‘ of  the  end  of  the  bougie  to  the  ftridlure  in  cafes  where  a 
‘ bougie  could  not  pafs  ; for  in  thofe  cafes  where  a bougie 
‘ palles  there  can  be  no  danger  of  fuch  an  effedl/ 

It  certainly  can  never  be  proper  to  attempt  to  introduce  a 
bougie  with  fuch  force  or  violence  as  to  render  a probability 
of  its  forming  a new  palTage  ; and  fuch  force  fcarcely  can  ever 
be  requifite,  except  in  cafes  of  great  mifmanagement ; and 
fhould  fuch  unhappy  circumftances  take  place,  and  refill  the 
power  of  opium,  warm  baths,  opiate  and  oily  clyfters,  &c.  I 
would  furely  prefer  an  immediate  operation  on  the  ftri£lure 
itfelf  to  fuch  unnatural  force.  Our  author  adds,  ‘ this  new 
‘ palTage  is  feldom  carried  fo  far  as  to  produce  either  an  in- 

♦ creafe  of  the  prefent  difeafe,  or  new  one,  although  fome-. 

♦ times  it  is ; yet  it  prevents  the  cure  of  the  original  difeafe, 

♦ for  it  renders  both  the  application  of  the  bougie  and  caullic 

♦ to  the  ftritSure  fo  uncertain,  that  a continuance  of  either  is 
‘ dangerous,  as  they  may  increafe  the  mifehief,  and  at  laft 
‘ produce  very  bad  confequences.’ 

It  is  very  extraordinary  that  a new  palTage  out  of  the  urethra, 
produced  by  force  or  cauftic,  or  fometimes  both,  cannot  be 
confidered,  as  our  profelTor  fays,  an  increafe  of  the  prefent 
difeafe,  or  a new  one.  I think  it  is  very  natural  for  all  pa-r 
tients  in  fuch  unhappy  circumftances,  to  confider  it  as  an  ad- 
dition to  their  afflidlion.  The  application  of  bougies  Ihould 
be  done  with  caution  5 they  are  feldom  requifite,  and  are  often 
injurious. 

‘ This  new  palTage,’  fays  our  author,  ‘ is  generally  along 
< the  fide  of  the  old  one,  when  in  that  part  of  the  urethra 
‘ which  is  on  this  fide  of  the  bend,  and  it  is  made  in  the 
‘ fpongy  fubftance  of  the  urethra;  but  when  it  is  made  at  the 
‘ beginning  of  the  bend,  then  it  palTes  on  in  a ftrait  line 
« through  the  body  of  the  urethra,  about  the  beginning  of  the 

♦ membranous  part,  going  through  the  cellular  fubftance  of 
‘ the  perinaeum  towards  the  re£lum.  When  the  new  paflage 
‘ is  made  between  the  glans  and  the  bend  of  the  urethra,  it 
‘ may  take  place  on  either  fide  of  the  canal  equally,  in  the 

♦ fpongy  fubftance  of  the  urethra,  between  the  canal  and  the 
‘ Ikin  of  the  penis,  or  ferotum  ; and  it  may  be  between  the 

♦ canal  and  the  body  of  the  penis.  The  fituation  of  it  will 
‘ make  fome  dilFerence  in  the  operation  neceflary  for  the  cure 

♦ of  this  complaint.’ 

We  are  often  prefented,  in  the  courfe  of  reading  the  pro- 
felTor’s  elaborate  performance,  with  indubitable  proofs  that  he 
was  frequently  obliged  to  write  from  mere  imagination  only  3 
an  inftance  of  this  appears  in  the  laft  quoted  paragraph,  where 
tbc  new  palTage  is  deferibed  to  be  along  fide  qf  the  old  one. 

Wherever 
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Wherever  the  force,  or  cauftic  is  applied,  there  furely  will  be 
the  commencement  of  the  new  paffage  alfo.  Mr.  Hunter’s 
prefent  obfervations  are  chiefly  trifling  and  infignificant;  never- 
thelefs,  as  they  are  on  a fubjecb  of  fome  importance,  I fhall  lay 
the  principal  of  them  before  the  reader,  and  fubmit  them  to 
his  confideration. 

‘ When  a new  paflage  is  made  I know  of  no  other  method  of 

* cure  but  to  open  the  part  externally;  and  the  opening  muft 
‘ be  made  in  that  part  of  the  urethra  which  is  moft  con- 
‘ venient  for  coming  at  the  ftridlure;  regard  being  had  to  the 
‘ other  external  parts,  fuch  as  the  ferotum.  See.  If  the  ftric- 
‘ ture  be  before  the  ferotum,  the  new  paflage  will  be  there 
‘ alfo,  and  therefore  the  operation  muft  be  made  of  courfe  be- 

* fore  that  part ; but  if  the  ftridlure  is  oppofite  to  the  ferotum, 
‘ the  bottom  of  the  new  palTage  may  alfo  be  oppofite  to  this 
‘ part;  but  if  the  new  paflage  is  of  a confiderable  length,  its 

* bottom  or  termination  may  be  in  the  beginning  of  the  peri- 
‘ naeum  ; and  in  either  fltuation  the  operation  muft  be  begun 
‘ behind  the  ferotum,  or  indeed  maybe  made  a little  way  into 

* it.  But  if  the  ftriflure  and  new  paflage  are  in  the  perinaeum, 
‘ then  the  operation  is  to  be  performed  there.’ 

Here  we  find  fuch  a tautological,  unfcientifical  defeription  of 
parts  fubjeil  to  be  cut  in  this  operation,  that  the  reader  who 
may  be  unacquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  author,  may  be 
induced  to  take  it  for  granted  that  he  never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  any  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  : 
not  a Angle  mufcle,  or  any  one  fpecific  part,  is  mentioned  by 
which  the  operator  can  receive  any  information  ! 

‘ The  method  of  performing  this  operation,’  fays  the  pro- 
fcflTor,  ‘ is  as  follows : pafs  a ftafF,  or  any  fuch  inftrument, 

* into  the  urethra  as  far  as  it  will  go,  which  will  probably  be 
‘ to  the  bottom  of  the  new  paflage,  and  that  we  are  certain  is 

* beyond  the  itridlure;  feel  for  the  end  of  the  inftrument  ex- 
‘ fernally,  and  cut  upon  it,  making  the  wound  about  an  inch 
‘ long,  if  the  difeafe  be  before  the  ferotum  ; and  an  inch  and 
‘ an  half,  or  more  if  in  the  perinreum.  If  the  new  paflage  be 

* between  the  urethra  and  the  body  of  the  penis,  then  you  will 
‘ moft  probably  get  into  the  found  urethra  before  you  come  to 

* the  inftrument  or  new  paflTage  ; if  fo  it  is  not  neceflary  to  go 

* further  to  be  able  to  get  into  the  bladder,  as  we  may  be  cer- 
‘ tain  that  this  part  of  the  urethra  is  behind  the  ftridlure. 

‘ Having  proceeded  fo  far,  take  a probe,  or  fome  fuch  ihftru- 
‘ ment,  ard  introduce  it  into  the  urethra  by  the  wound,  and 

* pafs  it  towards  the  glans,  which  will  be  palling  it  forwards 
‘ towards  the  ftriflure.  If  it  meet  with  an  obftrudlion  there, 

‘ we  may  be  certain  it  is  the  ftrieflure,  which  is  now  to  be  got 
‘ through,  and  which  will  afterwards  be  eafily  enlarged.  To 

< complcaj 
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‘I  * compleat  the  operation,  I would  advife  the  withdrawing  the 
‘ probe,  and  introducing  in  the  lame  manner  a hollow  canula 
'!  ‘ forwards  to  the  llridure;  then  take  another  canula  and  in- 
‘ troduce  it  from  the  glans  downwards  till  the  two.  canulas 
” ‘ oppofe  each  other,  having  the  ftridture  between  them;  forae 
*.i  ‘ perfon  laying  hold  of  the  urethra  on  the  outfide,  between  the 
'!  * finger  and  thumb,  juft  where  the  two  canulas  meet,  to  keep 
‘j  ‘ them  in  their  places;  then  through  the  upper  canula  intro- 
•I  * duce  a piercer  which  will  go  through  the  ftriifture,  and  pafs 
'!  ‘ into  the  lower  canula;  this  done,  withdraw  the  piercer,  and 
‘ introduce  a bougie  linto  the  fame  canula,  in  the  fame  way, 

‘ being  fure  it  paftes  into  the  lower  canula ; then  withdraw 
‘ the  lower  canula,  and  the  end  of  the  bougie  will  appear  in 
‘ the  wound  ; lay  hold  of  the  bougie  there,  and  withdraw  the 
‘ upper  canula  over  the  bougie,  leaving  the  bougie  in  the 
‘ urethra  ; now  the  lower  end  of  the  bougie  is  to  bediredted 
‘ into  the  urethra  leading  on  to  the  bladder,  and  pufhed  on  to 
‘ that  vifeus.  It  may  be  further  neceflary  to  lay  the  whole  of 
‘ the  new  paflage  open,  that  it  may  all  heal  up  ; for  it  is  poffi- 
‘ ble  that  this  new  paflage  may  often  receive  the  bougie, 
‘ which  is  to  be  applied  in  future,  which  would  be  trouble- 

■ ‘ fome,  and  might  prove  an  obftrudfion  to  the  cure. 

‘ If  the  new  paflTage  be  between  the  ftdn  and  the  canal  of  the 
‘ urethra,  after  cutting  down  to  the  inftrument,  you  muft  go 
‘ further  on  in  fearch  of  the  natural  canal,  and  when  you  have 
‘ found  it  introduce  a probe  into  it  towards  the  glans  to  find 
‘ the  ftridfure;  and  when  this  is  done  go  on  with  the  opera- 
‘ tion  as  above  deferibed. 

‘ The  bougie  muft  be  left  in  the  paflage,  and  as  it  may  be 
‘ found  difficult  afterwards  to  introduce  another  readily  into 
‘ the  bladder,  the  longer  the  firft  is  allowed  to  remain  fo  much 
' ‘ the  more  readily  will  the  fecond  pafs.  I am  not  yet  certain 

‘ but  that  it  would  be  better  to  pulh  on  the  hollow  canula  at 
* ‘ firft,  and  keep  it  there  for  fome  days,  at  leaft  till  the  inflam- 

‘ mation  is  over  and  the  parts  have  adapted  themfelves  to  this 

* body,  which  v/ill  make  a bougie  pafs  more  eafily  afterwards. 

‘ The  bougies  muft  be  gradually  increafed  in  fizc,  and  conti- 

* nued  till  the  wound  is  healed  up. 

The  fit  ft  time  I ever  law  a cafe  of  a new  paflage  formed 
^ by  the  bougie  was  at  the  hofpital  for  the  third  regiment  of 
guards,  about  the  year  1765;  it  was  in  a young  (oldier  who 
‘ had  a ftridure,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  had  bougies  regularly 
‘ pafled  for  near  half  a year  withou  t any  relief.  They  were  en- 

by  appearing  to  gain  ground  on  the 

■ fttidure,  for  the  bougie  went  further  by  two  inches  than  at 
firft;  but  it  being  fufpedted  that  there  was  fomething  more 
than  was  then  underftood,  I was  confulted,  and  without  fore- 
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feeing  what  was  really  the  cafe,  I propofed  that  an  opening 
fhould  be  made  into  the  urethra  where  theobftruaion  was,  and 
carried  further  back  if  neceflary,  in  fearch  of  the  found  ure- 
thra, which  was  accordingly  done  in  the  following  manner  : 
the  grooved  ftaff  was  firft  paffed  as  far  down  as  it  would  go, 
which  was  to  the  bottom  of  the  new  paffage  ; the  fcrotum  was 
pulled  up  upon  the  penis,  when  the  end  of  the  ftaft  was  pro- 
minent towards  the  fkin  a little  way  above  the  perinaeum,  and 
there  an  incifion  was  made  on  the  end  of  the  ftaff  about  half  an 
inch  long;  this  difengaged  the  end  of  the  ftaft,  which  was 
pulhed  out  at  the  wound  : then  fearch  was  made  for  the  other 
orifice  which  led  to  the  bladder,  fuppofing  that  orihce  to  be 
the  ftridture  ; but  none  being  to  be  found, we  tried  totrace  itby 
blowing  with  a blow-pipe  into  the  bottom  and  lower  part  of 
the  wound,  but  no  orifice  could  be  obferved  : we  then  began 
to  fufpcdl:  that  we  were  not  in  the  urethra.  7 o determine  it 
wc  had  been  in  the  urethra,  I began  to  difieft  with  care  the 
parts  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  and  laid  bare  the  mulculi 
acceleratores.  I then  made  an  incifion  into  the  body  of  the 
urethra,  and  came  to  the  true  canal,  which  was  eafily  di  co- 
vered. When  this  was  done  we  palled  a probe  on  to  the  blad- 
der, then  withdrew  itandturned  it,  and  palled  it  from  this  wound 
towards  the  glans  penis,  but  found  that  it  went 
than  two  inches  that  way  and  then  flopped.  This  ftrutk  us 
with  a new  idea  of  the  cafe,  for  we  were  now  fure  that  the 
end  of  the  ftaft' had  not  been  in  the  urethra,  but  in  a new  pal- 
fage  made  in  the  fpongy  part  of  the  urethra,  for  two  inches 
beyond  the  ftriaurc.  Wc  now  palTed  a ftaft  by  the  glans 
down  the  urethra,  and  another  up  from  the  laft  wound,  to  fee 
at  whatdiftance  the  ends  of  the  two  inftruments  were,  which 
would  give  us  thelength  of  theftriaure.  We  found  by  taking 
hold  ohhe  urethra  between  the  finger  and  the  out- 

fide  that  the  two  ends  were  clofe  together.  What  was  to  be 
done  next  was  our  confideration  ; it  immediately  ftruck  us 
fhat  we  might  force  our  way  through  the  ftr.aure  w>th  fafety. 
The  gentleman  who  alTifted  me  in  the  operation  palled  a blow- 
pipe fne-fifth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  (being  not  fuffic.endy 
fu?nifhed  with  inftruments)  from  the  wound  fotwar^s  to  he 
ftriaure  ; then  1 took  a filver  canula  open  at  both  ends,  which 
had  an  iron  piercer  longer  than  itfelf,  and  palfed  it  down  to 
the  ftriaure  from  the  glans;  and  now  the  end  of  the  «nula  op- 
pofod  the  end  of  the  blow-pipe,  and  they  were  almoft  clofe 
Spon  one  another.  They  were  kept  in 

finger  and  thumb  applied  on  the  outfldc  of  tb  p j 

M a broken  bone.  I then  Introdncetl  the  piercer,  and  pufted 
it  on,  which  went  through  theftriaure  into  the 
blow-pipe.  Great  care  was  taken  not  to  pulh  too  forc^l 
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